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Lloyd Wr ight, Bill Fpence, Norma Davis, people who are unable to pay the full subscription 
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ee Dear Readers 


ach September for the past few years I’ve played dul- 

cimer and sung at a large, friendly church here in 

Winchester. Since the choir has the Sunday off for 

Labor Day Weekend, I sit in their space, which faces 
the congregation. I’m a dedicated people-watcher, and this 
year, true to fashion, I was doing just that during parts of the 
service. 

My attention was drawn to a woman and her son, who 
looked about sixteen years old. The son had a familiar slouch 
and a disinterested air and I’m certain there had been a bit of 
motherly pressure to insure his presence in church that 
morning. I noticed that he didn’t sing the hymns (unfortu- 
nately, there are too many non-singing people in all kinds of 
settings, but that’s another story). Then we sang one verse of 
a response, using words printed in the bulletin. I happened to 
check out my teenage friend, and he was singing! Quietly, ’m 
sure, but the lips were moving. I glanced away quickly, giving 
him privacy to continue. 

Now my mind was on its own track (the minister, giving his 
sermon, had to excuse me for a bit). Why did the young man 
sing that song and nothing else? The answer is obvious, but I 
enjoyed stewing over it. The tune was pretty and in a com- 
fortable range. It was short! But also this young man had 
probably come to this church with his mother since he was a 
small child and, perhaps, had once been more inclined to 
sing. For how many years had this response been sung? For 
enough years to etched itself in this young man’s life. 

Obviously, we need more than one song or one tune in our 
lives. But the seeds can sprout in many ways, often after lying 
dormant for many years. Years down the road that young 
man, now caught up in his own family and career, could well 
be tugged by a musical memory that brings him to being a 
participant in or a patron of the arts. 


You can tell me I’m assuming a lot from watching a 
teenager one Sunday morning in a church congregation. Yet 
there are so many of us who are encouraging young and old 
in Our Own ways, inviting them to participate in something 
that brings us joy and fulfillment. I bet more seeds have come 
to blossom than we could ever imagine. For encouragement 
in your own efforts, be sure to read the interview with Lloyd 
Wright in this issue. Then read the names of the dulcimer 
winners at Winfield, Kansas last September. Under Ham- 
mered Dulcimer you'll find the name of Samantha Oberkfell, 
a teenager from St. Louis. 

Winter is a time of dormancy, a time of rest. Yet many 
seeds and bulbs are waiting to surprise and delight us in the 
spring. How many of us now playing hammered dulcimer 
watched Victory Garden on Public Television, greeted with 
Bill Spence and Fennig’s All-Stars playing “Gaspé Reel,” and 
said to ourselves, “Maybe I could play one of those whatever- 
it-is!” Don’t miss Heidi Cerrigione’s interview with Bill 
Spence, an inspiration to so many. 

This issue, which begins our twenty-seventh year, (twenty- 
seven years?) is a celebration of gardens—both those waiting 
to flower and those now in full bloom. 


Dulcimerrily, 


pit fhecleef 


Madeline MacNeil 


NETWORKING 


Closing dates for the 
May-July 2001 DPN 

(To be mailed to subscribers by 
April 15th) 

Information for News & 
Notes, Letters, Music 
Exchange, etc: Feb. Sth 
Unclassified Ads: Feb. 5th 
Display Ads: Feb. 5th (space 


reservation), Feb. 15th 
(camera-ready copy) 


Ad Prices 

Unclassified Ads: 

45¢ per word. 4 issues paid in 
advance without copy changes: 
20% discount. 


Display Ads: 
1/12 page $35 
1/4 page $105 1/3 page $140 
1/2 page $200 Full page $400 
Inside back cover $450 
Outside back cover (4 page) 
$290 


Contact us concerning multiple 
insertion discounts. Advertisers: 
Please be sure to mention which 
kind of dulcimer is featured on 
recordings. 


1/6 page $70 


For inquiries concerning interviews 
and articles, contact us for details 
and a style sheet. Unsolicited 
manuscripts are welcome. For returns 


of manuscripts, photos, or artwork, 
please enclose a stamped envelope; 
otherwise DPN is not responsible for 
their eventual fate. The DPN reserves 
the right to edit all manuscripts for 
length and clarity. The opinions 
expressed therein are not necessarily 
those of the Dulcimer Players News. 


News and Notes, Letters, 
Events, Clubs 

Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 
Winchester, VA 22604 


UPS address: 
202 N. Washington Street 
Winchester VA 22601 


Technical Dulcimer Questions 
Sam Rizzetta 

c/o Dulcimer Players News 
PO Box 2164 

Winchester, VA 22604 
Recordings and Books for Review 
Neal Walters 

12228 Hollowell Church Road 
Greencastle, PA 17225 


Dear DPN: 

I am enclosing a picture of the cake I 
made for my 68th birthday (right). It’s 
in the shape of a mountain dulcimer. I 
used a pan designed for guitar cakes, 
shaped, and then frosted it. I don’t 
think ’ll try that again, as exposed cake 
doesn’t frost well! 

Robert Glick 

Farmersville, California 


Dear DPN: 

Agene Parsons’ article reporting on 
the flock of Dulcimer Snowbirds [Nov. 
2000—Jan. 2001 DPN] at Topsail Hill 
State RV Resort in Florida made my 
spirit soar. The experience she 
described —how the dulcimer first 
enriched her and her husband’s lives; 
how they began sharing their love for 
the instrument with others; and how, 
eventually, there was a whole new com- 
munity of dulcimer players, builders 
and music lovers at Topsail—captured 
the magic of this deceptively simple 
instrument. 

Wherever it goes, the dulcimer 
seems to spread not just wonderful 
music, but a wonderful sense of caring 
and community. How many activities 
can you think of that can bring together 
husbands and wives, “townies” and sea- 
sonal residents, and children and 
retirees? 

Kudos to Agene and Charles for 
bringing the joy of the dulcimer to so 


[VU[ALN_STREE’ Paste 


CASE COM PAN ¥ 


stablished for 19 years 
creating custom cases 


and protecting beloved 
dulcimers througout the 
world. Call, write or fax 
Jor free brochure. 


PO BOX 943 @ DRIGGS, IDAHO # 83422 
VOICE AND FAX ® 208-354-8827 


many and for taking the time to share 
their story. 

Janet Swartz 

Highland Park, IL 


Dear DPN: 

I would like to thank Paul Gifford 
for his accurate and sensitive article 
about my father and grandfather. [“The 
MeNally’s of Scotland and Their Dul- 
cimers,” Nov. 2000—Jan. 2001 DPN] I 
would also like to thank the publishers 
of DPN for printing “our” story. 

I believe your readers might be inter- 
ested to know that I did, in fact, go to 
Glasgow, Scotland in June and visited 
my father’s family, having found them 
the previous December. It was truly a 
moving experience for me. My father 
would have been proud and happy to 
know that his family is now a part of my 
life forever. 

After many years of searching, I have 
now learned what became of my father. 
In July I wrote to the Dept. of Veterans’ 
Affairs in Canada because my father 
had been in the Canadian Army during 
World War II. Early in November I 
received information telling me that my 
father died on May 20, 1974 in Montre- 
al. He is buried in a Field of Honour at 
Pointe Claire, Province of Quebec. This 
is a sad realization for me, but Iam 
relieved finally to know for sure what 
happened to him. Next spring or sum- 
mer I will venture to Pointe Claire to 


visit my father’s grave and bring my 
search for him to closure. It is my hope 
that he knows that his daughter cared 
enough to find him after all these years, 
and that I never doubted his love. 

Again, thank you for the sensitive 
article about my talented dad and grad- 
dad. If any readers from Canada knew 
him or of him, I would love to hear 
from them. He lived in Canada from 
1960 until his death in 1974, and I 
would love to learn something of those 
fifteen years. 

Cathy (McNally) Dali 

9967 River Mist Way 

Rancho Cordova, CA 95670 

railmed@aol.com 


Dear DPN: 

I live in the Eustis/Mt. Dora, Florida 
area and want to meet other hammered 
dulcimer players. 

Judy McWhorter 

352-589-9297 


Dear DPN: 

Thought you’d be amused. I was in 
Appenzell, Switzerland, visiting an aunt 
and uncle. They took me to visit with 
their friend Johannes Tuchs and his son, 
who make dulcimers—and they showed 
me a copy of Dulcimer Players News! 

Ann Valdes 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania De) 


Hills of Kentucky Dulcimer Club 
Carol Campbell 

Four dulcimer clubs (Cincinnati, 
Dayton, Hills of Kentucky and Spring- 
boro) joined for a wonderful picnic and 
jam on Saturday, August 19, 2000 at 
Keener Park just north of Cincinnati, 
Ohio. We had perfect weather—not too 
hot, not too cool—and lots of sunshine. 
As to be expected, the food was deli- 
cious. Then there was the music. 
Awesome! Instruments represented 
included mountain dulcimer, banjo, 
dul-ciber, guitar, hammered dulcimer, 
bass fiddle, ukulele, mandolin, and 
washtub fiddle. Favorite tunes from the 
different clubs were played. We hope 
this will become an annual event. 


The Louisville Dulcimer Society 
A Word to the Wise from Karl Sebree 

Have you ever considered the total 
value of all your musical possessions? 
You may be surprised by the answer. 
Consider doing the following: take pho- 
tographs of your instruments, cases, and 
stands, and make copies of the receipts 
or canceled checks for these items. Use 
these to create an inventory file for 
home, one set for your lock box, and 
one set for your insurance company. 
Contact your insurance company for 
clarification of your coverage. It may be 
worth the little effort it takes. 


DAA (Dulcimer Association of Albany) 
CarolLynn M. Langley 

Internet illiterate that I am, it was 
kind of exciting to receive a phone call 
from someone who had gotten my name 
through that mysterious source when he 
needed dulcimer information. It was 
Tom Heckert, director of the Schenec- 
tady Civic Playhouse production of the 
gothic/horror/comedy story The Mystery 
of Irma Vep. He wanted to know if it 
would be possible to teach two actors to 
play two tunes (“Skip To My Lou” and 
“The Last Rose Of Summer”) on the 
mountain dulcimer for the third act of 
the play. 


Dulcimer Clubs 


The actors, Rocky Bonsall and 
Richard Roe, had never seen or heard a 
mountain dulcimer before, but they 
were game students and in no time were 
playing “Skip to My Lou.” Rocky and 
Richard were so impressed with my 
cardboard dulcimer that they decided 
that they'd like to have their own instru- 
ments. Gene [CarolLynn’s husband] 
and I agreed to put together a kit for 
each of them. Gene and I looked for- 
ward to attending a performance of 
The Mystery of Irma Vep. 

Richard and Rocky played the parts 
of six men and women and each charac- 
ter was so well defined that, even with- 
out costumes, each would have been 
totally recognizable by facial expression, 
mannerisms, and body language. The 
script, by Charles Ludlam, was excep- 
tionally well written, the choreography 
of the costume/character changes was 
amazing, and the synergy that had to 
exist between the director and the 
actors was distinctly apparent. 

In the third act, the moment I had 
been anticipating came. Lady Enid and 
her housekeeper/companion Jane 
momentarily laid aside their antipathy 
and sat down to play their dulcimers. 
One played “The Last Rose of Sum- 
mer” using chords while the other 
played a noterstyle accompaniment— 
and it was lovely. The audience stilled, 
and the music brought a sense of 
groundedness, quietness and peace in 
the midst of the rapid pace of outra- 
geous fantasy. But of course, that’s what 
music, and for some of us, especially 
dulcimer music, does in life, isn’t it? 


Winter 2001 = 3 


For our up-to-date club directory visit our 
website (www.dpnews.com). Let us know 
if your club is not listed and should be 
or if we have some incorrect informa- 
tion. Should you and the internet not be 
intimately acquainted, we will gladly 
send you a complete list of clubs for 
$3.00, postage included. Listings for 
individual states are free. 


Alabama 

Morgan County Dulcimer Association 
Janet Henderson 

18 Oak Hill Drive 

Somerville, AL 35670 
256-353-4239 
jhendersonal@email.msn.com 
3rd Saturdays, MD 


Missouri 

Hammers and Strings 

Victoria Johnson 

716 N. 13th St., Ozark, MO. 65721 
417-581-0611 
vjohnson@drury.edu 

3rd Thursdays in Springfield 


North Carolina 

Triangle Mountain Dulcimer Club 
Darcy Perkins 

P.O. Box 12374, Raleigh, NC 27709 
919-870-5772 
stickinthemud@mindspring.com 
MD 


Ohio 

Springfield Dulcimer Club 
Steve Lamantia 

1808 Winding Trail 
Springfield, OH 45503 
937-390-2062 
LaHammerTia@aol.com 
Ist Thursdays (MD, HD) 


Texas 

Guadalupe Riverpickers Dulcimer Club 

Jim & Marian Hull 

1441 Whispering Water 

Spring Branch TX 78070 
830-885-4770 

jim-hull@usa.net 
http://sites.netscape.net/riverpicker/ 
homepage 

Ist Fridays, MD («) 


A REPERTOIRE BOOK 
for the Fretted Dulcimer 


Revised, Second Edition 


Over 80 Arrangements 
by Anna Barry 


15 New Arrangements 
Most with Melody and Harmony Parts 


American Popular Old English and 
Early American Tunes; Christmas and 
Easter Carols; Traditional Tunes in Non- 
Traditional Tunings; Songs for Singing; 

Marches for Mountain Dulcimer: 

Ensembles for Dulcimers Recorders 

Flute, Guitar Chords. 


“The Sound is the Gold in the Ore.” 
Robert Frost 


Order From: SOUNDINGS 
PO Box 1974 * Boone NC 28607 
Singles Copies: $18.75 
Postpaid in the U.S. 
NC residents please add 6% Sales Tax 


Katie LaRaye Waldren 


www.katiewaldren.com 


Missigman Music 


MASTER WORKS 
Hammered Dulcimers and Psalteries 


McSPADDEN Mountain Dulcimers 


SPECIAL 
Complete Hammered Dulcimer and 
Psaltery Packages 
including stand, case, 
tuner, accessories 


BOOKS, BOOKS, BOOKS 
Recordings by Donna Missigman 


Visit www. MissigmanMusic.com 
for instruments, books, accessories, 
recording samples 


MC/Visa or check to: 
Missigman Music 
Box 6, Laporte, PA 18626 
570-946-7841 
e-mail: ddulcimer@aol.com 
www. MissigmanMusic.com 


NEW ca NEW 


) CELTIC CAFE 


Maggie's Our new release featuring 


KAREN ASHBROOK 
Music on Hammered Dulcimer! 


CELTIC CAFE? 


KAREN ASHBROOK 


PAUL OORTS 


Elegant & lively music from Ireland, 
Other hammered France & Belgium. 
dulcimer recordings: 
Hills of Erin 


FOR INFORMATION, 
iT O ORDER: 
ASHBROOK FREE CATALOG & T 


PO Box 490-DP Shady Side, MD 20764 
A Traveler's Dream 
MAGGIESANSONE _ toll free (877) 624-4436 
www.maggiesmusic.com 


Debbie porter 


CDs, Tapes, and Instructional Videos 
for Fretted Dulcimer 


“Grace is Amazin ig" 


A wonderful collection of traditional hymns 
and spiritual songs. Features Debbie's 
vocals and dulcimer along with Stephen 
Bennett on Harpguitar, David Schnaufer, 
Neal & Coleen Walters, Maddie MacNeil, 
Sue Carpenter, Steve Siefert and others. 


“a dulcimer ‘for you, Darlin’” 


a collection of thirteen old and new love 
songs all played on fretted dulcimers with 
vocals. Received excellent review in DPN. 


“fretted dulcimer and vocals” 


13 songs with Debbie's vocals accompanied 
by fretted dulcimer, Tab is available for this 
recording. 


Instructional Videos 


Debbie Porter teaches Fretted Dulcimer 
For absolute beginners to novice level, this 
90 minute video and tab book teaches 11 
songs using “bird's eye view” camera 
angles. (DAD tuning) Enjoy participating 
in a 20-minute jam session at the end. 


Only $20 + S&H 


Building Your Repertoire on Fretted 
Dulcimer — 20 tunes for $20 dollars. 
90 minute novice/intermediate video/tab 
(DAD tuning) also uses “bird’s eye view” 
camera angles and features a jam session 
with a real dulcimer club to assist you in 
playing the tunes up to speed. 


New easy ordering 
with toll free number and Visa/MC 


(877) 856-2714 


E-mail orders: lyricsmama@aol.com 


CDs- $15, Tapes- $10, Video with Tab- $20. 
Include $3.20 for S/H. All orders shipped Priority 
Mail. Texas residents include 8.25% sales tax. Lyric’s 
Mama Music, 246 CR 2127, Pittsburg, TX 75686. Fax 
(903)856-0534. 


Each student in my seventh grade 
humanities class was to construct a 
mountain dulcimer. “Today, ladies and 
gentlemen, we will start a project that 
will make you all into luthiers,” I said, 
using the term for a person who builds 
stringed instruments. 

One young lady immediately 
appeared alarmed and informed us that 
her mother would never let her do that. 
“In my family,” she said, “we’re all 
Methodists.” 

Bruce Johanson 

Ontonagon, Michigan 


(Thanks to Pat Paich for sharing this item with 
us—and to Bruce for letting us reprint it) 


BB Hammers (Bob and Betty 
Kiogima) has relocated to Ohio. Their 
new address is 1079 Tinker Lane, Proc- 
torville, OH 45669. 740-886-2284. 


Congratulations 

Paul Simon’s new CD, You’re The 
One (Warner Brothers), includes the 
hammered dulcimer playing of Dan 
Duggan on “Hurricane Eye.” During 
the recording session, Paul told Dan 
that he had written a screenplay several 
years ago in which one of the main 
characters was named Danny Duggan! 
Contact information for Dan: 
www.wnywebshop.com/esperance or 
esperanc@redcreek.net. 


In Winfield, Kansas, the Walnut Val- 
ley Festival announces the September 
2000 contest winners. National Moun- 
tain Dulcimer Championship: Lloyd 
Frank Wright (Murfreesboro, TN), Tom 
Haver (Denver, CO), and Linda Brock- 
ington (Alexander, AR). National 
Hammered Dulcimer Championship: 
Tina Gugler (Erie, CO), Samantha 
Oberkfell (St. Louis, MO), and Carole 
Bryan (St. Louis, MO). 


Hammered dulcimer player Susan 
Sherlock was awarded a Regional 
Artists Grant by the Arts and Science 


News & Notes 


IN SLES Oe Ss Rea 


My first memory of Val Goeres was in 1988 
on the day I invited anyone interested in playing 
the mountain dulcimer to meet with me at Fin- 
lay House in Columbia, South Carolina. Val was 
one of five who gathered, and he continued to 
meet with the group (later named Dulci-Mores) 


faithfully as it grew. 


Chaplain Val Goeres was a retired Lutheran 
minister. During his career he served as an Air 
Force and Army chaplain, a parish pastor, and 


as a missionary to Japan. 
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Memories take me back to one summer at the Dulcimer Playing Workshop in 
Boone, North Carolina. Several members of the Dulci-Mores attended, with Val 
being one of them. In our spare moments for eating, we would all gather for 
breakfast at the Bagelry or splurge on dinner at the Daniel Boone Inn. 

Many good thoughts of Val and his wife, Gloria, remain part of the dulcimer 
playing community in Columbia, South Carolina, and he lives on in our memories. 


Fran Cargill 


Jacob Ray Melton, of Galax, Virginia, the great maker of traditional Galax- 
style dulcimers, died on October 28th after a long battle with cancer. Please read 
Ralph Lee Smith’s “Mountain Dulcimer Tales and Traditions” column in this 
issue for more information about Jacob Ray. We'll be telling you more about his 


life in a future DPN. 


Council in North Carolina to assist her 
in making her first recording of tradi- 

tional and original music. Susan can be 
reached at: SSherlock@ YorkTech.com. 


New graduates of the Music For 
Healing And Transition progam with 
the title of CMP (Certified Music Prac- 
titioner) include Lakeview, Michigan, 
residents Gary and Anne Wakenhut. 
Anne plays the harp while Gary’s 
instruments are flute, psaltery, and 
hammered dulcimer, which they use in 
their work with hospice patients and 
others with acute and chronic condi- 
tions. Anne and Gary also have a web- 
site for caregivers: www.caregiver 
companion.com. €} 


When going to press we learned 
that hammered dulcimer builder, 
performer, and fine friend Jim Miller 
lost his home and possessions (except 
for two guitars) in a Thanksgiving 
weekend fire. Fortunately Jim, his 
wife, and two sons escaped without 
injury. Address for Jim: Hampton 
Music Shop, P.O. Box 228, Hampton, 
TN 37658 


Bridge of Flowers 


Traditional Style Folk Songs 
Of Love, Life, Family & Outdoors 


poues 
Bidje 9 Pow rs: are 


Bonnie Leigh with 
Heidi & John Cerrigione 
Neal & Coleen Walters 


CD‘s $16.50 * Cass. $11.50 
Shipping & Handling included 


Bonnie Leigh 
PO Box 4160, Brick, NJ 08723 
732-920-1506 
Bonnie@bonnieleigh.com 
http://www.bonnieleigh.com 


A Real, 1850-Style 


Dulcimer Festival 


— 


[ ee x, a 
Stephen Seifert David Schnaufer Gwen Oglesby 
Featuring America’s Dulcimer Champions, 

David Schnaufer, Stephen Seifert and 


Award-Winning Gwen Oglesby backed up on bass by husband, Norm. 
MARCH 24 AND 25 


Join the festivities with full days of old-time dulcimer music. 
We'll have performances, workshops and jam-ins, all in an authentic 1850 town. 


CEORGIAS WORKING 1850 TOWN 


Lumpkin, Georgia, just off US 27. Toll Free: 1/888/SEE-1850 www.westville.org 
OPEN YEAR-ROUND 
Tues.-Sat. 10am-5pm, Sun. 1-5pm. 


February 3 ¢ Loudon, TN 
Workshop, all levels of mountain dul- 


cimer players. Info: Norma Jean Davis, 


205 Engel Road, Loudon, TN 37774. 
865-458-5493. davis_music@juno.com. 


February 10 ¢ Loudon, TN 
Workshop, all levels of mountain dul- 


cimer players. Info: Norma Jean Davis, 


205 Engel Road, Loudon, TN 37774. 


865-458-5493. davis_music@juno.com. 


February 9-10 ¢ Dallas/Fort Worth, TX 
Winter Festival of Acoustic Music. HD, 
MD, autoharp, harp, guitar and other 
instruments. Workshops and concerts. 
Info: Linda Lowe Thompson, 309 
Pennsylvania, Denton, TX 76205. 
940-387-4001. www.flash.net/~ 
dcturner/wfest.htm. 


10" Anniversary 


February 11-17 © Abingdon, VA 

HD Playing (Elderhostel). Hammered dul- 
cimer playing skills for beginner and 
advanced beginner. Info: Jeff Sebens, 
P.O. Box 16, Meadows of Dan VA 
24120. 877-426-8056. www.meadows 
music.com. 


February 15-18 © Vancouver, BC, Canada 
Folk Alliance Conference. Folk music and 
dance workshops, exhibit hall, artist 
showcases, and other activities. Info: 
Folk Alliance, 1001 Connecticut Ave. 
NW, Suite 501, Washington, DC 20036. 
202-835-3655. www.folk.org. 


February 16-17 ¢ Florence, AL 

Shoals Dulcimer and Folk Music Assoc. 
Winter Fest at Zip City Fire Depart- 
ment, Chisom Rd. Workshops and 
jamming. Info: Dewayne Posey, 597 
Co. Rd. 224, Florence AL 35634. 
256-764-2427. 


Feb. 22-25 © Booneville, MS 

Paul Vaughn Memorial Dulcimer Festival 
(MD, some HD) Classes, jamming, 
stage performances, handcrafters. Info: 
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EVENTS CALENDAR DEADLINES 


i November — January issue: | 


Events from the Ist weekend of Nov. 
through the 2nd weekend of Feb. 
Deadline: August Ist 


February — April issue: 
Events from Ist weekend of Feb. 


| through the 2nd weekend of May ! 


Deadline: November Ist 


May — July issue: 
| Events from 1st weekend of May 
through Labor Day weekend 
This is our largest yearly calendar 
| Deadline: February Ist 


August — October issue: 
| Events from the Ist weekend of Aug. | 


through the 2nd weekend of Nov. 
L Ee 


Forrest D. Smith, P.O. Box 493, 

Booneville, MS 38829. 601-728-5448/ 

720-1425. forsmith@bellsouth.net. 
continued on page 9 


Deadline: May Ist 


13" Annual 


Mardi Gras Dulcimer Festival 


Workshops, Concerts, Great Food, Cajun Joke 
telling contest,Costume Contest, Vendors and more. 


KC Abbey Camp, Covington, Louisiana 


March 1 — 4" 2001 


Performing Artists: Esther Kreek, David Schnaufer,Don Pedi, 
Bill Taylor,Karen Mueller,Jim Miller,Jean Hatten,Lee Rowe,Gary Gallier, 
Steve Seifert,Rob Brereton,Maureen Sellers, Debbie Porter,Paul Andry 
Alan Darveaux,Bonnie Carol,Tull Glazener, Larry Conger, Robin Mohun, 
Lois Hornbostel,Les Amis,Ben Wade and more TBA. (subject to change) 


For Info and Early registration: 


Liz Perilloux, 39838 E. Sam Arnold Loop, Ponchatoula, LA 70454 
504-845-3459, or Bob Vaughan @ 504-624-3530. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permissio 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 


MUSIC FEST 
February 23 & 24 
Albany, New York 


og ie 


Concerts + Friday Open Stage 
MD Workshops Jam Sessions 
Vendors MD Rentals 


Featured Performers ~ Doofus 
Rob Brereton 


Dulcimer Association of Albany 

New, More Spacious, Location ! 

Calvary United Methodist Church 
Belle Avenue, Latham, NY 


Contact: Lori Keddell, 119 Co. Hwy. 107 
Johnstown, NY 12095 
518-762-7516 

e-mail: Lark! 19@citlink.net 


General Information: 
www.timesunion.com/communities/daa 


on. Contact dpn@dpnews.com 


Chestnut Ridge Dulcimer Festival 


June 1, 2, 3, 2001 


University of Pittsburgh at Greensburg 


Greensburg, PA 
3rd Annual Hammered Dulcimer 
Workshop/Concert Featuring 
MARCH 24, 2001 eLarry Conger 
Host: Linda G. Thomas 
Mountain Fling Band 
John & Kathy Hollandsworth 
Johnson County Community College with Ed Ogle & Jim Lloyd 
12345 College Blvd © Overland Park, KS eKen Kolodner 


6 Hours of Instruction/Playing eAnne Loug h 


Focus: 


flatpick guitar workshop offered by Dan DeLancey 


e Su Seg Workshops in Mountain Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer, AutoHarp, Guitar, 
© Playing Back-up 


© Building Repertoire Banjo, Harmonica, and more. 


Evening Concert: Thomas/DeLancey Band 
For more information contact: 


For More Information: Dan DeLoncey 


Linda G. Th 7911 Hunter, Raytown, MO 64137 . We 
RepenAchy ARTS GESGAT A ee Don Brinker at 902 Hillview Ave., Latrobe, PA 15650 
816-763-5040 email: lindadan@kc-primary.net 724-539-7983 

Email: brinkdw@msn.com 


Upper Potomac Dulcimer Fest : MarchFest 


March 30-April 1, 2001 
Resident Teachers: _ Located at Historic Hilltop 
Cindy Ribet | _ House in Harpers Ferry, WV; 
Aire Muri ley 3 bai 2 ea a Tt a grand old hotel from the turn of the 
Rick Thum 7 wae se oe S| century overlooking the confluence of the 
Randy Mar chany : RE io Potomac and Shenandoah rivers. 
Karen Ashbrook — — Be. Lodging, food and classes 
Paul Oorts available on site. 


Workshops, Classes, Concerts and Jam Sessions 

featuring the hammered dulcimer: all levels, rental instruments available 
Weekend Workshops offered include: New Beginners with Cindy Ribet, Beginning with Kim Murley, Adv. Beginning 
with Rick Thum, Intermediate with Randy Marchany, Advanced with Karen Ashbrook, and a mixed instrument repertoire 
and arranging class with Paul Oorts. Saturday concert features Cabaret Sauvignon & No Strings Attached. 
New! Winter retreat on Saturday, February 24...see our web page at www.intrepid.net/ ~ blanton/updf 
Located 1 1/4 hours west of Washington D.C. and Baltimore in Historic Harpers Ferry. West Virginia! 
For information write: Upper Potomac Dulcimer Fest, P.0. Box 1474, Shepherdstown, WV 25443 or call : (304) 263-2537. 
Don't forget our fall workshop on September 7-9, 2001 with over 10 fine instructors teaching 40 classes in Shepherdstown, WV! 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 
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February 23-24 ¢ Albany, NY 

13th Annual Mountain Dulcimer Music 
Fest. Open stage, workshops, jam 
sessions, sales booths, and concerts. 
Info: Lori Keddell, 119 Co. Hwy 107, 
Johnstown, NY 12095. 518-762-7516. 
lark119@citlink.net. 


February 23-25 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Workshop: Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


February 24 ¢ Shepherdstown, WV 

Upper Potomac Dulcimer Retreat (HD). 
Day-long workshops, concerts, late 
afternoon jams, dinner concert, and late 
night cabaret. Info: Joanie Blanton, PO 
Box 1474, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. 
304-263-2531. blanton@intrepid.net. 


Feb 25—March 3 ¢ Brasstown, NC 
Workshop: Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


March 1-4 ¢ Covington, LA 

Bayou Dulcimer Club Mardi Gras Festival. 
Workshops (HD, MD), concerts, Mardi 
Gras festivities, Cajun cooking. Info: 
Liz Perilloux, 39838 E. Sam Arnold 
Loop, Ponchatoula, LA 70454. 
504-845-3459. 


March 2-4 e East Troy, WI 

Stringalong Weekend. Dulcimer concerts, 
workshops, singing, and dancing. Bring 
or rent an instrument. Info: UWM Folk 
Center, Ann Schmid, PO Box 413, 
Milwaukee, WI 53201. 800-636-FOLK 
(3655). www.uwm.edu/Dept/Folk/. 


March 7-11 ¢ Ashley, OH 

Buckeye Dulcimer Festival workshops 
(MD, HD), concerts, jamming, & gospel 
sing. Info: Louise Ziegler, 232 W. High 
St., Ashley, OH 43003. 740-747-2326. 
www.myfreeoffice./buckeyedulcimer. 


March 9-10 Charlotte, NC 

Queen City Dulcimer Festival, featuring 
activities for MD and HD. Info: Karen 
Alexander, 5600 Oak Dr., Charlotte NC 
28216, 704-391-1349. dulcigrl@aol.com. 
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March 24-25 ¢ Lumpkin, GA 

Westville Dulcimer Festival (MD). Perfor- 
mances, workshops, jam-ins. Info: Patty 
Cannington Westville, RO. Box 1850, 
Lumpkin, GA. 31815. 888-SEE-1850. 
www.westville.org. 


March 25 ¢ Overland Park, KS 
Hammered Dulcimer Workshop and 
Concert Info: Linda Thomas, 6409 E. 
110th St., Kansas City, MO 64134 
816-763-5040. 


March 25-31 © Abingdon, VA 

MD Building (Elderhostel). Build a 
mountain dulcimer and learn to play it. 
Info: Jeff Sebens, 877-426-8056 or 
www.meadows-music.com. 


March 30-April 1 ¢ Shepherdstown, WV 
Upper Potomac Spring Dulcimer Festival 
(HD). Workshops, concerts, jam ses- 
sions. Info: Joanie Blanton, PO Box 
1474, Shepherdstown, WV 25443. 
304-263-2531. www.intrepid.net/ 
nblanton/updf. 


continued on page 11 


OLD CAPITOL TRADITIONAL 
MUSIC seid 


& April 20 & 21, 2001 
ee HISTORIC CORYDON, INDIANA 


NEW LOCATION 


LINCOLN HILLS CHRISTIAN CHURCH 


1130 Dale Ave. 


Friday & Saturday Events all under one Roof 
Friday Night - Club Night Open Stage - 7:00 PM 
Sat. Workshops—$5.00 for all, Mtn.Dulcimer, 
Guitar, Banjo, Percussion & Workshop for Kids 
Saturday Open Stage - 3:00 PM 
* Free 7:00 PM Evening Concert featuring: 


| - Bittersweet & Briers 
- San Stone & Lorinda Jones = 


For Info: Kathy Weathers (812) 951-3042 
9050 Nina Drive en Indiana 47122 


i 


TENT CAMPING 
FULL HOOK-UPS 


INDOOR POOL!!! 
MOTELS NEARBY 
FOOD ON PREMISES 


t 


4 ona 


“Dulcimer Festival 


SPRINGFIELD, OHIO 
i pe April 20-21-22, 2001 
workshops for Mountain Dulcimer, Hammered Dulcimer 


and a variety of acoustic instruments 


workshops by: Louise Ziegler, Joyce Harrison, 
hig Ewing, Julie Ann Clark, Sweetwater, Images 


CABINS AVAILABLE 


sponsored by the Springfield Dulcimer Club 


ms a7 


JZ. 
Mh, 


and more 
Concerts with 


Sweetwater 
The Corndrinkers 
Images and more 


for info contact: Steve Lamantia 
1808 Winding Trail 
Springfield, OH 45503 
937-390-2062 
natltraildulcfest@yahoo.com 
www. geocities.com/nationaltrailsdulcimerfest/ 


go 


: 


Augusta 2001 


Dulcimer Heaven 
11th Annual Spring Dulcimer Week ¢ April 22-28 


Featuring: 


2, Asia =| . Leo Kretzner ® Mtn. Dulcimer, Int./Adv. 
pring brings West Virginia's mountains to life ce 
with the heavenly sounds of dulcimer music! Steve Seiffert © Mtn. Dulcimer, Adv. Beg./Int. 


Spring Dulcimer Week is the ideal time to hear, Keith Young ® Mtn. Dulc., Old-Time Rep. 

learn, and enjoy the hammered dulcimer or the ae 

mountain dulcimer. You'll find five full days of Rob Brereton ® Mtn. Dulcimer, Beg. 

workshops taught by some of the finest musicians in Lorinda Jones @ Mtn. Dulc., New Players 

the try. Aft include iety of : 

cn CAREER a Sam Rizzetta ¢ Hammered Dulec., Int./Ady. 

workshop choices. Guest master artists, concerts, 

dances, song swaps, student showcase, and nightly Cathy Barton-Para ® Hammered Dulc, Adv. Beg. 

Eun eset Patty Looman @ Hammered Dulc., Old-Time 

ee concert: Thursday, April 26 - 8:00 pm Jody Marshall ® Hammered Dulc., Beg. 
Les Gustafson-Zook ® Autoharp 


plus Madeline MacNeil, Dave Para, guest cymbalom player 
VictorGeorge Suha & others 


Summer Dulcimer Workshops 


Blues & Swing Week, July 8-13. ¢ Mountain Dulcimer (tba) 
Vocal, Guitar & French-Canadian Week, July15-20 ® Madeline MacNeil 
Irish Week, July 22-27 ® Karen Ashbrook 


Dance & Bluegrass Week, July 29-Aug.3 ¢ R.P. Hale 
Cajun & Old-Time Week, Aug. 5-12 ¢ Lois Hornbostel, Keith Young 


Call, write or e-mail for a free catalog: 
Augusta Heritage Center 
Davis & Elkins College 
Elkins, WV 26241 
304-637-1209 


augusta@augustaheritage.com 
www.augustaheritage.com 
Where the music meets the mountains! 


March 30—April 2 ¢ Lexington, KY 

Ohio Valley Gathering (MD, HD)Work- 
shops, concert, jamming, vendors. Info: 
Maureen Sellers, 4708 Corydon Pike, 
New Albany, IN 47150. 812-945-9094. 
MaureenSel@aol.com. 


March 30-31 ¢ Waverly, TN 

Spring Fling Workshop. Jamming, 
workshops, open stage (MD). Info: 
931-582-7931. blubrdhill@aol.com. 


March 31 Tulsa, OK 

DulciFest2001 (MD, HD) Workshops 
and concert. Info: DulciFest 2001, PO 
Box 14237, Tulsa, OK 74159-1237, 918- 
744-8928. dulcimerhouse@ yahoo.com. 


April 1-7 © Brasstown, NC 

Workshop: Beginning Mountain Dulcimer. 
Info: John C. Campbell Folk School, One 
Folk School Rd., Brasstown, NC 28902. 
800-365-5724. www.folkschool.org. 


April 8-14 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Workshop: Advanced Beginner Hammered 
Dulcimer. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 
School, One Folk School Rd., 


Janita Baker 
Recordings & Books 


SSlues & Ragtime 


Brasstown, NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
www.folkschool.org. 


April 12-16 ¢ Canberra, Australia 

The National Folk Festival. National and 
international music, dance, street the- 
ater, workshops, and children’s festival. 
Info: Phil Spring, National Folk Festi- 
val, PO Box 156, Civic Square, ACT 
2608, Australia. Tel: 61 2 6249 7755. 
www.spirit.com.au/~natfolk. 


April 13-14 ¢ Tishomingo, MS 
Dulcimer Days. (MD, HD) Performances 


and jam sessions, and sales booths. Info: 


Roger Guth, 359 Pearly Gates Rd., 
Tremont, MD 38876. 601-652-3680. 


April 18 © Crossville, TN 

Workshop and Concert sponsored by the 
Cumberland Dulcimer Club. Info: Julia 
deRooy, 145 Circle Dr., Crossville, TN 
38555, 931-788-5003. Irowens@ 
tnaccess.com. 


April 20-21 ¢ Corydon, IN 


Old Capitol Traditional Music Festival 
Open stage, workshops, concert. Info: 
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Kathy Weathers, 9050 Nina Dr., 
Georgetown, IN 47122. 812-951-3042. 


April 20-22 ¢ Springfield, OH 

National Trail Dulcimer Festival. (HD, 
MDand other acoustic instruments) 
Workshops and concerts. Info: Steve 
Lamantia, 1808 Winding Trail, 
Springfield OH 45503. 937-390-2062, 
natltraildulcfest@ yahoo.com, 
www.geocities.com/ 
nationaltrailsdulcimerfest/. 


April 20-22 ¢ Brasstown, NC 

Workshop: Novice/Intermediate Mountain 
Dulcimer. Info: John C. Campbell Folk 
School, One Folk School Rd., 
Brasstown, NC 28902. 800-365-5724. 
www.folkschool.org. 


April 21 ¢ Fairmont, WV 

WV Mountaineer Dulcimer Club Spring 
Meeting. Jamming, pot luck lunch and 
open stage at Central Methodist 
Church. Info: Patty Looman, 1345 
Bitonti St., Star City, WV 26505. 
304-599-5343. 


continued on page 12 


Fifteen fingerpicked songs including St. 
Louis Blues, Sweet Home Chicago, & 
Maple Leaf Rag arranged for four equi- 
distant strings. CD - $15.00; Tab Book $15.00 


Fingerpicking Dulcimer 
Sixteen songs including Ftir Elise, The 
Entertainer, & Careless Love arranged Fa3 


Fingerpicking 
Dulcimer 


Janta Baker 


for three and four equidistant strings 
Cassette - $10.00; Tab Book - $10.00 


Solace 

Solo instrumentals including Solace, 
Wylla’s Waltz, Yesterday, & Clair de Lune 
arranged for four equidistant strings. 

CD - $15.00; Cassette - $10.00; Tab Book - $15.00 
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available from: 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Lane * Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


Postage: Books - $3.00; Tapes/CDs - $1.50; any combination $3.00 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Oj : 
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FOLK 
CENTER 


<A 


DULCIMER JAMBOREE 


& Southern Regional 
MOUNTAIN & HAMMERED 
DULCIMER CHAMPIONSHIPS 


4 Days of Classes (New Player to Advanced-Intermediate) 
Mini-Concerts * Jams & Open Stage * Dulcimer Store 
*Regional Competition & Guest Performer-Instructors* 
(EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT UNTIL APRIL 6!) 


OZARK FOLK CENTER 


P.O. BOX 500, MTN. VIEW, AR 72560 
(870)269-3851; LODGING 1-800-264-3655 
Web Site: www.ozarkfolkcenter.com 


12 = Dulcimer Players News 


April 21 © Cincinnati, OH 

Mountain Dulcimer Concert and Work- 
shops. Sponsored by the Cincinnati 
Dulcimer Society. Info: Madge Moore, 
4534 Forest Ave., Norwood, OH 45212. 
$13-531-8772. 


April 22-28 ¢ Elkins, WV 

Spring Dulcimer Week. In-depth classes 
for all levels of HD and MD players. 
Jam sessions, concerts, and guest artists. 
Info: Augusta Heritage Center, Davis & 
Elkins College, Elkins, WV 26241. 304- 
637-1209. www.augustaheritage.com. 


April 26-29 ¢ Mt. View, AR 

The Ozark Folk Center’s 24rd Annual Dul- 
cimer Jamboree with MD, HD contests, 
workshops and concerts. Info: Dulcimer 
Jamboree, Ozark Folk Center, Mt. 
View, AR 72560. 501-269-3851. 
www.ozarkfolkcenter.com. 


April 27-29 ¢ Silver Falls State Pk, OR 
Silver Falls Rendezvous, east of Salem, 
OR. Pacific Northwest hammered dul- 
cinser (and friends) gathering. Concert, 
workshops, jamming, open stage. Info: 


Pete Ballerstedt, 1260 SW West Hills 
Rd., Philomath, OR 97370. 541-929- 
4267. www.Pioneer.net/~ballers/ 
site.htm. 


April 28 ¢ Cincinnati, 0H 

Mountain Dulcimer Workshops and 
Concert. Sponsored by the Cincinnati 
Dulcimer Society. Info: Madge Moore, 
4534 Forest Ave., Norwood, OH 45212. 
513-531-8772. 


Apr 30—May 5 ¢ McCalla, AL 

28th Annual Southern Appalachian Dul- 
cimer Festival at Tannehill Ironworks 
Historical State Park. Performances, 
camping, jamming, potluck, and more. 
Info: Johnny Masters, 500 12th St., 
Midfield AL 35228. 205-744-0189. 
cfbc@aol.com. 


May 4-5 ¢ Winston-Salem, NC 
Winston-Salem Dulcimer Festival. Classes 
and concerts featuring MD, HD. Info: 
Jeff Sebens, PO Box 616, Meadows of 
Dan, VA 24120. 540-952-1865. 
www.meadows-music.com. 


SSS a a a 


Stringalong 


Workshops 


Nationally Known 
Dulcimer Artists 


Ona 
Wisconsin Lake 


E hour from Milwaukee & Chicago 


Stringalong Weekends 
March 2, 2001 
May 25-28, 2001 
November 2-4, 200] 
UW-Milwaukee Folk Center 


@ 1 (800) 636-FOLK 


Come join us at the 7* 


Winston-Salem, NC 
Dulcimer Festival 


May 4-5, 2001 


Classes for Lap and 
Hammered Dulcimer 


Featuring- 
No Strings Attached 
Susan Trump 

Cindy Ribet 

Anne Lough 

Jeff Sebens 

Tammy Sawyer 

& others !! 


www. meadows-music.com 
Or contact Jeff Sebens at 
540-952-1865 


May 4-6 ¢ Cambridge, MA 

Spring Dulcimer Festival at the Cam- 
bridge Center for Adult Education. 
Workshops (MD, HD), concerts, open 
mike. Info: Cambridge Center for 
Adult Education, PO Box 9113, 
Cambridge, MA 02238-9113. 
617-547-6789. 


May 5 ¢ Columbus, OH 

Central Chio Dutcimer Festival. Work- 
shops for MD, HD, guitar, mandolin, 
banjos. Evening concert. Info: Andy 
Beyer, 614-846-1779. 


May 5 © Hendersonville, NC 

Olde Tyme Music Festival featuring work- 
shops and performances (HD, MD, 
banjo, guitar, fiddle, mandolin). Info: 
Jan Hranek, 200 Sweet Lane, Hender- 
sonville, NC 28792. 828-692-8588. 


May 11-13 Glen Rose, TX 

Lone Star State Dulcimer Festival at Oak- 
dale Park. Contests for MD and HD 
players, arts and crafts fair, workshops, 
and concerts. Info: Dana Hamilton, 
904 Houston, Arlington, TX 76012. 
817-275-3872. 


May 12 ¢ Lancaster, SC 

Carolina Legends Festival. Workshops 
include dulcimer, guitar, banjo, and 
more. Info: Denise Johnston, Lancaster 
County Council of the Arts, RO. 

Box 613, Lancaster, SC 29721. 
803-285-7451. Oe) 


DULCIMER MOUNTAIN 
ARTS 


Original Embroidered Dulcimer 
Designs on Shirts, Tote Bags, 
Briefcases & More!!!! 


All kinds of other fun and original 
items for dulcimer players! 


Please visit us at: 
www.dulcimermountainarts.com 
407-579-0041 


2nd Annual — 
Mountain Dulcimer Week 


rth-Carolina 
tT aen= ae 
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Sunday, June 24 — Friday, June 29, 2001 


ar — 


Come join us next summer on Western’s beautiful campus in the Smoky 
Mountains. Besides being a great musical celebration, this event offers the 
best in mountain dulcimer instruction for players of all experience levels. 


The Staff 

JEAN RITCHIE RatreH Lee SMITH Steve SelreRT KAREN MUELLER Betty SMITH 
Wayne SEYMOUR Bitt TAYLOR Lois HoRNBOSTEL KENNETH BLOom JANITA BAKER 
Ros BRERETON Mike ANDERSON JOHN HuRON Mabetine MacNEI JerRRY ROCKWELL 
Jim MiLter THE TRANTHAM Famity JOE SHELTON Caarityn VICE Gwen OGLESBY 
GeorGE HaGGERTY JOHN STOCKARD AND MORE... 


Events and Classes 
e Nine Morning Playing Skills Courses e Dulcimer-Building Course 
(12 contact hours) 


e Special Course: “Appalachian Dulcimer 
History and Traditional Music” 


e Sixty Afternoon Sessions 
e Dulcimer Orchestra 


° Two Evening Faculty Concerts e Barbecue Buffet and Get-Acquainted Party 


¢ Dulcimer Marketplace ¢ Scholarships 

e Economical Tuition, Meals and On-Campus ° Daytime and Evening Jam Sessions 
Housing 

New This Year 


New Housing Options, Newly Renovated Cafeteria, More Participant “Open Stage” Opportunities 


For your WCU Mountain Dulcimer Week Catalog and Registration Form contact: 


Continuing Education and Summer School, Western Carolina University, 138 Outreach Center, Cullowhee, NC 28723. 
Phone (828) 227-7397. E-mail: sdeite@wcu.edu, or visit our web page at http://cess.wcu.edu/conted/dulcimer. For informa- 
tion on curriculum and staffing, contact Lois Hornbostel, Mountain Dulcimer Week director, at P.O. Box 907, Bryson City, 
NC 28713, or e-mail Ldulc@gte.net. 


Moons & Tunes 
with 


BONNIE 
CAROL 


Moons and tunes, notes and boats: 
join us for our third annual musical 
wilderness adventure. All the wonder 
of river running, desert strolling and 
warm riverside camping in 
combination with music in starlit, 

sand ampitheaters; the camaraderie of 
a music camp and a river trip all rolled 
into one. Come with dulcimers and 
guitars, flutes and whistles, 

accordions and voices - or come to 
boat and listen - all are welcome. Bring 
your camping get up, your smiles and 
your friends, and we'll bring 
professional guides, boats, gourmet 
food and whatever specialized river 
equipment you need. No river running 
experience is necessary. We'll run the 
archaeologically rich San Juan River in 
the SE corner of Utah May 16 -19 (trip 
cost $425 - 4 days), and Labyrinth 
Cayon of the Colorado River In Utah 
just north of Canyonlands National 
Park June 19-23 ($450 - 5 days). Get 
in touch for an itinerary. Deposits are 
due Mar. 15th. 


May & June 2001 


Bonnie@BonnieCarol.com 
www.BonnieCarol.com 
15 Sherwood Road 
Nederland, CO 80466 
(303) 258-7763 


Week-long workshop with master teacher Steve Schneider, 
including individual and group instruction. 


Topics include musicality, performance issues, arranging, and more. 
Intensive and individualized instruction with a 
maximum of 6 students. Exquisite setting in island cabin 
on tree-lined shore near Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. 
Students must be comfortable in open boats. 


Costs: $700-$800 includes meals, lodging & stargazing. 


For more information, contact Steve Schneider at HDplayer@aol.com or at (845) 268-7102 


Mountain Dulcimer 


Stands 


Tired of laying your dulcimer on the floor? 
Use our dulcimer stands instead! These non- 
folding, light-weight stands are great for gigs 
or jam sessions. 


Only $30.00 each (Virginia residents add 
4.5% tax). Add $15.00 shipping & handling per 
stand. 


Make your check payable to "Val-Ewe Crafts". 
Send it to: 

Val-Ewe Crafts 

P.O. Box 1597 ene 
Sterling, VA 20167-1597 corn! 


° Hitch pins 

© Strings 

© Specialty tools 
© Tuners 

© Finishes 

© Glues 


e Pp. ickups 5-Star tuning peg 


For FREE CATALOG of tools, 
parts, supplies, books & videos 
for instrument building & repair: 


Call 800-848-2273 
Fax 740-593-7922 


Online: www.stewmac.com 


STEWARTe MACDONALD’S 


@ GUITAR SHOP SUPPLY 


' Box 900DP ¢ Athens, Ohio 45701 * USA 


The Swannanoa Gathering 


FOLK ARTS WORKSHOPS AT WARREN WILSON COLLEGE 


p22 Week at the Swannanoa Gathering offers students the opportunity to learn the 
hammered or mountain dulcimer (or both!) in a relaxed and intimate setting of small classes and 
supportive staff, with some of the country’s finest teachers and players. The workshop also runs 
concurrently with our vocal program, Sing Swing & String Week, which offers a children’s program and classes 
in singing, dance and instrumental instruction. Dulcimer Week students are free to take classes in either 
program. No other dulcimer workshop can offer all this: 


¢ Highest-quality instruction ¢ Special Guest Enrichment artists 

¢ Small classes in a relaxed atmosphere + Evening dances, song circles, concerts & jams 
¢ Personal tutorials ¢ Air-conditioned dorm 

+ Take classes in both types of dulcimer + The best cafeteria of any camp 

+ Take classes in Sing Swing & String program » Children’s Program available 


ae Dulcimer Week. July 15-21, 2001 


with 

Lois Hormbostel, Sam Rizzetta, Ken Kolodner. 

‘Tina Bergmann, Joe Holbert, Neal Hellman, 
Mike Casey, L£orinda Tones, Phyllis Gaskins, 
Marya Katz & special quest Sean Ritchie 
with Special Enrichment Guests: 
“Phyllis Gaskins, Ken Bloom, Chim Beau, the Trantham Family and Lee Spears 
also: 
Old Time Music & Dance Week Tuly 22-28 
Mountain dulcimer with Don Pedi 
July 8-14 “Celtic Week” * July 15-21 “Dulcimer Week” * July 15-21 “Sing Swing & String Week” 


July 22-28 “Performance Lab ¢ July 22-28 “Old-Time Music & Dance Week” 
July 29-Aug.4 “Contemporary Folk Week” * July 29-Aug.4 “Guitar Week” 


Call or write for a FREE catalog: The Swannanoa Gathering, Warren Wilson College, PO Box 9000 Asheville, NC 28815-9000 
Tel: (828) 298-3434 * Email: gathering@warren-wilson.edu * Website: www.swangathering.com 


June 15-1 
A Wipe VARIETY OF WORKSHOPS Bean Tree Barn—Dew ey, AF 
FOR HAMMERED 6” MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 


Near Prescott In the Mountains of Northern Ayizona 


e Mini-Concerts 

° Evening Performances 

eLate Night Contra Dance 

*Jamming, All Acoustic Instruments Welcome! 
¢Farm-Fresh Catered Food 

°Tent Camping....RV Parking.... Near-by Hotels 
°Two Hours From the Grand Canyon 


Sponsored in part by Songbird Dulcimers Festival 


For Program 
& Advanced Registration Contact: FEATURED PERFORMERS 


ae bred Robert Force NicholasBlanton Karen Mueller 
S. Pau AD 8 5630 David Schnaufer Ken Kolodner Bonnie Carol 
(520) v6 4965 Randy Marchany Rick Thum Susan Sherlock 
Email: aaduff@theriver.com Chris & Ann Foss Dan ¢© Jean McDermott 
www.dulcianna.com Hector Ladios & Alejandra Barrientos 
Anna Duff & Stefan George 
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ae HammerepD & Mountain DutcImer 


Appalachian Dulcimer Camp BEGINNING THROUGH ADVANCED CLAssES 


July 8-13, 2001 
On the campus of Wittenberg University, Springfield, OH 
All levels of mountain dulcimer instruction with: 


Ken Kotopner * Larry Concer 
Tina BerGmann * Ausrey ATWATER 
EsTHER Kreek * JANITA BAKER 


Larr y Conge if FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 


. : Gary Gallier EstHEeR Krerk 
Louise Ziegler cos at de PMB 206 - 1156 W. 103np Sr. 
Kansas Crry, MO 64114 
For brochure, contact: (816) 942-6255 
Sweetwater — 643 E Euclid Ave., Springfield, OH 45505 hi 
(937)323-7864 (937)473-5176 } SHARON LINDENMEYER 
Email: sweet-water@musician.org y (785) 472-4285 y 


http://www.myfreeoffice.com/sweetwater/ 
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Our 20th Year! 


2001: THE NORTHEAST DULCIMER SYMPOSIUM 


BLUE MOUNTAIN LAKE, NEW YORK 
23-29 JUNE, 2001 


Randy Marchany Mary McLaughlin 


Hammered Dulcimer . Irish Singing/ Voice 


Heidi Muller i i a John Grahor 


Mountain Dulcimer q Ss Bass 


Ken Lovelett \ we "7 ~~ David Moore 


Percussion ; = Mountain Dulcimer 


Special Mountain Dulcimer Building Class 
The Northeast Dulcimer Symposium is seven days of music and fun on the shores of one of the Adirondack Park s loveliest lakes. An 
unforgettable week of intensive lessons in small classes, private tutorials; lots of personal attention; concerts and jams; bird watching; hiking, 
canoing, and kayaking; floatplane rides; incredible sunsets. 
For information or to register write David Moore, P.O. Box 358, Annapolis Junction, Maryland 20701. Email: dtmoore@clark.net 
Website: http://www.clark.net/pub/dtmoore/nds2001 


Common Ground on the Hill 2001 


7th Annual “Traditions” Weeks 
JULY 1st-6th and 8th-13th, 
at Western Maryland College 


Over 100 acclaimed musicians, singers, artists, dancers, writers, and philosophers; 
offering quality learning experiences & exciting performances while exploring cultural 
diversity in search of “common ground” among ethnic, gender, age, and racial groups. 


Hammered Dulcimer: Karen Ashbrook, 
Walt Michael, Rick Thum, Bill Troxler 


Mountain Dulcimer: To Be Announced 


(Check www.commongroundonthehill.com for continuing 
updates on workshops, guest teachers and performers.) 


4th Annual American Music & Arts Festival 


JULY 7th & 8th at the Carroll County Farm Museum 
Featuring 5 stages of exciting music, singing, drumming, and dance; with 
juried art & crafts, children’s World Village, and delicious multi-cultural foods! 


Common Ground on the Hill at Western Maryland College, Westminster, MD 21157 
410-857-2771 cground@qis.net Tom Chapin 
www.commongroundonthehill.com 


Dagty Sings 


MAKERS OF 


HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
AND FOLK HARPS 


celebrating twenty years of 
fine at Sea uilding 


¢ Our new D600 four-octave chromatic 

¢ Eight other dulcimer models 

° Six models of folk harps 

¢ Tri-Stander System, stands, 
dampers, cases, videos, 

books & hammers 


Call or write for 
free brochure 


Dusty Strings Co. 


Fax (206) 634-0234 Seattle, WA 98103 


Handcrafted Instruments 
by William Berg 


e Mountain Dulcimers 

© Harnmered Dulcimers 
© Bowed Psalteries 

¢ Lap Harps ¢ Kalimba: 
° Banjos * Mandolins 


..and much more! Plus a great selection 
Instructional Books and CD’s and Tapes. 


58 W. Main Street ©° Nashville, IN 47442 
812-988-7077 or toll free 800-359-2173 


www.mountainmademusic.com 


(206) 634-1656 3406 Fremont Ave. N. 


Walkin’ Around. Lucky 


Robert & Janita Baker 


with 
Madeline MacNeil, 
Karen Mueller, 
Howie Bursen, 
Kelly Powers and 
Jean Sutton 


Traditional, country, blues and original songs 
featuring guitar and dulcimer with banjo, autoharp, 
accordian, fiddle and vocals 


available from: 
Blue Lion 
10650 Little Quail Ln. 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


CD $16.50, includes shipping 
CA residents please add 7.25% sales tax 


Pr CD/Cassettes | 
TAB Books 
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9 Be Heidi, - 2 Coleen &' Ne 
"Cerrigione ~~ Walters 


| Visit http://doofusmusic.com for: 
ithe Doofus upcoming, appearance : scbedile 


L16ts: ‘of pictures: of the’Doofs: 7 2 
‘ detailed product information’ and paCing 


{fein ff 
Dobfls Music 


56 Egypt Rd, Ellington, CT O6029 
i 860-872-32647 
aes = deofus@doofusmusic. com 


wa Musical Reviews 


edited by 
Neal Walters 


et me start with a correction to last 
issue’s review column. In my 
review of Lance Frodsham’s TAB 


book and CD, English Songs & 
Ballads for Appalachian Dulcimer, | 
implied that the book contained only 
fifteen tunes. There are actually forty- 
four tunes in the collection including all 
fifteen tunes on the companion CD. 
Sorry, Lance. I’d also like to call your 
attention to the fact that I moved from 
Silver Spring, MD to Greencastle, PA 
so all review materials should be sent to 
my new address which is 12228 Hollow- 
ell Church Rd., Greencastle, PA 17225. 


he Critton Hollow String Band, 
perhaps better known to their 
many fans as the “Crits,” have been 
a fixture on the East Coast old-time 
music scene for some twenty-five years. 
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Sam Herrmann—hammered dul- 
cimer—and husband Joe—fiddle, 
mandolin, banjo—along with Joe Fallon 
on bass and, occasionally, banjo, have 
been the core members of the group 
over the years. Sam’s hammered dul- 
cimer has always been an integral part 
of the Critton Hollow sound but was 
usually featured on only a few cuts on 
each album. The Dulcimer Collection 
finally gathers this material together in 
one place and even adds a couple of 
previously unreleased tunes to the mix. 
Sam’s repertoire ranges from driving 
Appalachian and haunting Celtic fiddle 
tunes to ragtime standards and beauti- 
ful waltzes and all of that is represented 
in the twenty-four tunes on this CD. It’s 
always interesting to listen to the same 
player on recordings separated by a sig- 
nificant amount of time. In Sam’s case, 
this ranges from awfully good to some- 
thing close to awesome. Of course the 
two guys named Joe aren’t bad either. 
This is quite simply a great collection 
that should be in your collection. 
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The Dulcimer Collection 

The Critton Hollow String Band, 
Route 1, Box 167, Paw Paw, WV 
25434, 304-947-7314, samjoe@juno. 
com (CD/Cassette) 

Windmills ¢ Red Dog Jam, 

c/o Jack Giger and Mary Tangen, 
616 Woodberry Dr, Danville, IN 
46122, 317-409-6396. mtdule@aol. 
com, www.angelfire.com/music2/ 
reddogjam (CD/Cassette) 


My Creole Girl ¢ Les Amis, 109 Pine 
Lane, Mandeville, LA 70471. http:// 
lesamis.iuma.com (CD/Cassette) 
Quiet in the Meadow e Timothy Sea- 


man, 127 Winter East, Williamsburg, 
VA 23188-1655, 757-565-1461. 


tseaman@visi.net (CD/Cassette) 


The Cottage Door e Greenwood Tree, 
c/o Stu Janis 8169 Upper Afton Rd, 
St. Paul, MN 55119, 651-739-2572. 
hdulc@aol.com, www.greenwood 
tree.com (CD/Cassette) 


continues on the next page 


SSrayavay “Child 
oy /] 
Heartdance 


Ht omecoming 


Now, for the first time, all three albums available 


in a specially-priced deluxe 2-CD set with 


full-color 16 page booklet and bonus interview! 
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Available now from Silent Planet Records 
6300-138 Creedmoor Road, PMB 260, Raleigh NC 27612 
Phone: 1-800-807-1047 / Fax: (651) 351-1695 / Web: www.silentplanetrecords.com 
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ed Dog Jam is Jack Giger and Mary 
Tangen from Danville, Indiana. 
Many of you will know Jack from 
his role in organizing the Great 
River Road Festival just north of St. 
Louis and he’s also widely known as a 
workshop leader and dulcimer instruc- 
tor. Windmills is the first recording by 
Red Dog Jam and you might ask, “Just 
what does Red Dog Jam mean?” As the 
resident doofus, I have no earthly idea 
what it means but I can tell you that it 
represents some excellent singing and 
some superb playing on both mountain 
dulcimer and guitar. The music is beauti- 
fully arranged and even somewhat eclec- 
tic with contemporary songs like the title 
cut and the Night Herding Song coexist- 
ing nicely alongside obscure Mexican 
and Danish tunes, traditional Appalachi- 
an melodies, a couple of Celtic numbers 
and even a WWII favorite—the White 
Cliffs of Dover. Jack’s dulcimer playing 
is fluid and perfectly controlled. Mary 
sings sweetly. Recording Engineer Steve 
Siefert did his usual nice job with the 


sound and even helps out by playing dul- 
cimer on one medley. So whether you 
like your red dogs buttered or with jam 
on them, you'll appreciate this effort. 


attend the Bayou (Mardi Gras) 

Dulcimer Festival near New 

Orleans will undoubtedly be famil- 
iar with the music of Les Amis. Denise 
Guillory plays fretted and hammered 
dulcimer and bowed psaltery; Jerry Hess 
is on lead and rhythm guitars and shares 
the singing duties with Denise; Jake 
Alford plays harmonica and triangle (an 
important element of the Cajun sound!) 
and Barbara Ayme plays bass. As a 
group the band plays music for those 
moments when you want to, ahem, let 
the bon temps rouler. From the opening 
strains of Grand Mamou to the last 
bowed bass note of Spring—one of sev- 
eral Guillory originals—My Creole Girl 
is one exceptionally nice recording. 
Denise plays dulcimer with a definite 
Cajun flair and her instrumental lead is 


] hose of you fortunate enough to 


nicely complemented by both Jerry’s gui- 
tar and Jake’s harmonica. The singing is 
both laid back and compelling at the 
same time and Denise and Jerry do an 
exceptional job of singing both lead and 
harmony. Jerry sings the title cut — 
another Guillory original—like he may 
have spent more than a little time on 
Bourbon Street himself. Wonderland by 
Night features both guitar and dulcimer 
in a delightful and delicate interplay. 
Denise contributes six original songs and 
these are among the strongest on the 
album. When this is added to her consid- 
erable instrumental and vocal skills, it’s 
pretty clear that Denise Guillory is a 
remarkable talent just as it’s clear that 
Les Amis is a remarkable band. Bottom 
line: if you can’t get to the Mardi Gras 
festival in person, this would certainly be 
the next best thing. 


cimer front, Timothy Seaman has a 
new release in his series titled 


i eturning to the hammered dul- 
“Places of Abundance” that once 
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Jean’s Dulcimer Shop 


P.O. Box #8, Highway 32 
Cosby, Tennessee 37722 
Phone: (423) 487-5543 


SERVING THE NEEDS OF THE FOLK AND HOMEMADE MUSIC WORLDS 


® HAMMERED & MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS & 
BOWED & PLUCKED PSALTERIES 


Specializing in handcrafted folk instruments and everything for them -- 


FINISHED INSTRUMENTS, KITS, BUILDERS’ SUPPLIES, CASES, 
ACCESSORIES, BOOKS, RECORDINGS, INSTRUCTIONAL VIDEOS, 
FOLK TOYS AND A VARIETY OF HAND CRAFTS. 


Our catalog offers a uniquely diverse selection for your musical needs. 
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again celebrates his adopted home state 
of Virginia. Quiet in the Meadow is the 
third in the series that started with trib- 
utes to Shenandoah National Park and 
Williamsburg. Timothy plays the ham- 
mered dulcimer, a large collection of 
flutes and whistles, bowed and plucked 
psalteries, melodica and guitar on a vari- 
ety of “gentle waltzes, shepherd airs and 
lullabies for Virginia.” He is accompa- 
nied by Henry Smith on bass; Jean Sea- 
man on vocals; Phillip Skeens on guitar; 
Paulette Murphy and Millie Becker on 
piano and keyboards; and Ardie Baggs 
on Celtic harp. The program is a judi- 
cious and contemplative mixture of 
Celtic standards and Seaman originals. 
Timothy’s playing is expressive and con- 
trolled with just that touch of elegance 
that this reflective music deserves. The 
arrangements are well thought out and 
delightfully executed, flowing seamlessly 
from dulcimer to flute to keyboards or 
guitar and back again like watching but- 
terflies flit from flower to flower or a 
couple of kites flying on a windy day. 


This is a recording to savor when you 
want something soothing, relaxing and 
intelligent. Tim’s dulcimer playing is 
impeccable as always and his flute play- 
ing is almost mesmerizing. His perfor- 
mance of Taps is exquisite. Phil Skeens 
adds some nice touches on guitar, partic- 
ularly on Si Bheag, Si Mhor and Ardie 
Boggs plays wonderfully on Celtic harp. 
Other highlights include Lullaby, Jock 
O’Hazeldean, Sleep, My Beloved, Lau- 
date Dominum and Westphalia Waltz. 
There are seventeen cuts in all and every 
one is a gem. 


t. Paul’s Bill Cagley and Stu Janis, 
collectively known as Greenwood 
Tree, celebrate fifteen years together 
with the release of their fifth record- 
ing of Celtic and related music. The Cot- 
tage Door contains twenty-seven tunes 
from Ireland, Scotland, England, France, 
Canada, Israel and the U.S., including 
four Stu Janis originals. It’s a nice mixture 
of session standards and lesser known 
tunes that will keep your feet tapping as 
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you enjoy the wonderful cover art by 
artist Sheralyn De Young. Stu is featured 
on hammered dulcimer and bowed 
psaltery while Bill plays guitars, mandolin, 
and bodhran. Special guests Sandy Njoes 
and Rahn Yanes play bass and Gary Bar- 
tig plays bones. Greenwood Tree typically 
employs a full ensemble sound in which 
everybody gets a chance to show off and, 
as is usually the case, the whole is some- 
what greater than the sum of its parts. 
Stu’s hammered dulcimer playing is solid 
throughout and fits the band’s sound very 
nicely. He also does a very nice job on 
bowed psaltery, using two bows to good 
effect on the Christ Child Lullaby. Bill’s 
guitar playing is also very solid and his 
breaks are imaginative and extremely 
clean. This is a dandy and very danceable 
recording that I’m happy to recommend. 
Other tunes include Willy’s Joy/Spring- 
board Jig/Vorpal Jig, Dunmore 
Lasses/Mother’s Delight, French 
Schottische, East Neuk of Fife/Camp- 
bell’s Farewell to Red Gap, and Punch 
and Judy Waltz. €3 
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Dream Castle 


Guy George - ‘Hammered Dulcinier 


Featuring: Sharrie George 
Seth Austen 


and Steve Schneider 


by Guy George 


Castle” 


Tr A collection of newly arranged 
uid classics and originals on 


hammered dulcimer 
Such As: 
Pachelbel’s Canon in D 


Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring 
Fanny Poer 


Neal Walters! (From DPN musical reviews) says, “Guy George has a winner in his new CD, 
Dream Castle” 


CDs Available At: James Jones Instruments www.jamesjonesinstruments.com 
or call Guy George for CDs, workshop and performance schedule 440-639-0383 
hdggeorge @ aol.com 


© New from Tom Baehr ® 


“Ancient Echoes” 

Music for Dulcimers and Flutes 
Onginal instrumentals on standard, baritone and 
bass fretted dulcimers, ceramic flute and fife, 
plus music by Femando Sor and J. S. Bach 
Includes “Crescent Rag,” “Kaleidoscope” 
CD $15 plus $2 shipping and handling 
© Also by Tom Baehr 
“An Inhabited Garden” 

Vignettes for Fretted Dulcimer 
Onginal tunes plus music from the British Isles 
Includes “Morgan Magan,” “Independence Rag” 
Cassette $10 plus $2 shipping and handling 
Hogfiddle Press 


P. O. Box 2721 
Woburn, MA 01888-1421 
baehr@world.std.com 


Dancing Doll Music, Inc. 
ee ee 


CASSETTES AVAILABLE 
+ Potpourri 

+ Stone County 

+ Family Album 

+ Ozark Mountain 


+ Finger Picking Good 
+ Wandering Through Rackensack 
All Cassettes Are $9.00 Each 
Se << ———— 
CDs AVAILABLE 
+ Finger Picking Good 
+ Ozark Mountain/Stone County 
CDs are $15.00 each 
4 
+ ALSO + 
SIMMONS FAMILY SONGBOOK ~ $5.95 


~SHIPPING On All Merchandise~ 
$2.00 each & .50 for each additional 


DANCING DoLL Music, INC. 
P.0. Box 68 
MOUNTAIN VIEW, AR 72560 

www.dancingdollmusic.com 
email: jennings @mvtel.net 


Purveyors of traditional folk 
instruments, music, books 
and recordings 


We carry a full line of: 
e Mc Spadden Dulcimers 
e  Folkcraft 
e Doug Thomson’s Banjo-Mer 
e Clarke, Generation & Walton’s 
Tinwhistles 
Hohner Harmonicas & 
Recorders 
Huang Harmonicas 
Deering Banjos 
Herdim Picks 
Bodhrans 
Djembe & Doumbek Drums 
Strings, Tuners, Capos 
Individual Artist Tab books, 
Tapes, CD’s and more... 


Family Tree Music 
200 S. Main Street 
Springboro, Ohio 45066 


(513) 748 - 8778 


We accept: VISA, Master Card, 
Discover & American Express 


Cardboard 
Dulcimers 


Sturdy, inexpensive full-sized dulcimers 
for schools and beginners, $44-$54. 
Solid wood fretboard, geared tuners, 
painted corrugated soundbox. Extra 
strings, rainbag, playing manual 
included. Hearing is believing, so we 
offer a 30-day money-back guarantee. 


Precut dulcimer kits for novice builders, 
frets installed, two-hour assembly with 
no sharp or unusual tools. Age 10 to 
adult. $29-$44. 20,000 sold! 


Group and School Discounts Available 

Books for beginners and their teachers: 
Meet the Friendly Dulcimer, the basics 
Easy as 123. 50 tunes, ages 8—adult 


The Mt. Dulcimer, for music teachers 


NEW! by Lois Hornbostel: 


The Classroom Dulcimer ages 10—adult 


Backyard Music, PO Box 9047 
New Haven, CT 03652-0047 or call 
203-281-4515 from 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. 


Congratulations! 


Lloyd Frank Wright 


2000 National Mountain Dulcimer Champion 


Thanks for playing and promoting 
McSpadden Mountain Dulcimers. 


Lloyd joins a long line of National champions 
who have played McSpadden Dulcimers. 


For performances, workshops, lessons, recordings 
Contact Lloyd at: lloydfrank21@hotmail.com 
website: www.geocities.com/lloydfrank/index.htm 
MAIL: 2820 Hazelwood Dr. #C9 
Nashville, TN 37212 
phone: 615-463-2894 


For the latest information about our dulcimers, 
improvements, and new products, 


website: mcspaddendulcimers.com 
email: mcspadden@mvtel.net 
phone: 870-269-4313 
fax: 870-269-5283 


McSpadden Musical Instruments 
PO Box 1230 DPN © Mtn. View, AR 72560 
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Plink-Plunk 


by Rebecca Askey ©2000 


ul. 1 


ul. 2 


ul. 1 


ul. 2 


Hammered dulcimer people: This is just a little exercise to don’t have the high “E” as in measures 5 and 8, just substitute 
practice finger plucking on your dulcimer. Practice each part _ the E an octave lower (in parenthesis). 
separately and if you have someone to play it with, try it as a 
duet. However, if you are all alone (sob) you can use the sec- 
ond part as a continuation of the song. For those of you who 


Award Digital 8-16 track 


sanialiliianiaamamiadias From the Off-the-Wall Dulcimer Society recording 


LAP DULCIMER& T Pi AG 
HAMMERED DULCIMER U N ES N ABS 
Mapes Ss A Book of Over 120 Arrangements for 
Lap Dulcimer and Hammered Dulcimer 


More than 150 pages of music arranged by 
: Rebecca Askey, A. 4 Bashore 1 and other members 
SERB Fs and friends of OTW A REAL VALUE! 


| To Order: Send $1495 + $2.00 s&h ($1695) to 
David Askey, 134 East Winding Hill Road, 


ee Digital editing and 
producer/ post-production 


On-location recording 
available 


SETH Specializing in acoustic 


engineer 


AUSTEN music 


is available For more information: 
Seth Austen 
for your 3 Pork Hill Road 
next Water Village 
: Ossipee, NH 03864 
recording. 603-539-8301 


Mechanicsburg, PA 17055 


(trom the o1r-the-wall Dulcimer Soctety cine MABEBARKER@aolicom : 
Proceeds Benefit OT W Society Member Activities 
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Blue Lion 


Musical Instruments 


Authorized builders of the Jean Ritchie Dulcimer 
and the Force-d’ Ossché Six String Dulcimer. 


Handcrafted guitars and dulcimers of exceptional quality 
preferred by fine musicians including: Janita Baker, Anna Barry, 
Cathy Barton, Larkin Bryant, Rosamond Campbell, Carrie Crompton, 
Neal Hellman, Jay Leibovitz, Wade Hampton Miller, 
Mark Nelson, Jean Ritchie, Sally Rogers and others. 


Blue Lion 


10650 Little Quail Lane 
Santa Margarita, CA 93453 
(805) 438-5569 


Call or write for free catalog. 


Malcolm Dalglish and The Ooolites 
“This CD sweeps you away to a place of pure joy!” 
Customer, Amazon.com 
Story Ballads, Mouth Music, Lullabies, 
Laments, Old Hymns and Dance Songs. 


Davip’S DULCIMERS 


David Lindsey, Builder 
“Fine Hand Crafted Dulcimers Since 1978!” 


— Introducing “The Spinet!” — 
A new, full-size 15/14 lightweight 


“Forget Shenandoah. This is more like folk Mozart 


Designed for low sustain & 
powerful dynamic sound! 
“The Grand” Dulcimer is 
the choice of Bill Spence, 
Cathy Barton Para, 
Dana Hamilton, Linda 
Thomas, Kendra 
Ward, and other 
professionals! 


Call or write for free information 
at our new location: 

Rr, 2, Box 264 * Bennington, OK 74723 

(580) 847 - 2822 


hammer dulcimer! Quality constructed meets Bobby McFerrin. These young singers redefine 
by the bull der of “The Grand.” our concept of ‘youth choir’.”-Bloomington Independent 
Now From: 
Comes complete with a soft case for Phase Gane 
an OOOLITIC 812-333-0838 

————— $500”! — maldal@bluemarble.net 
The Grand M U S I C — www.oooliticmusic.com 

é Grand... 


Catalog Available + 1916 Pike Place, Box 906, Seattle, WA 98101 * (206) 784-1764 


MAIDEN CREEK 
@ FOR OLD TIME MUSIC 3) 


OVER 230 TAPES AND CD'S 
SONG COLLECTIONS $7 


(12-18 tunes, duets in DAA/DAD each) 
SONGS OF FAITH 
WALTZES AND PRANCES 
CELTIC SONGS & AIRS #1 
COWBOYS & VAQUEROS 
FIDDLE & BANJO #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #1 
GRAND OLD HYMNS #2 
CHRISTMAS SWEETNESS 
CHRISTMAS WONDER 
CHRISTMAS SPIRIT 
BEGINNERS 1st SONGBOOK 
BEGINNERS OLD TIME FAVORITES 


CUSTOM MADE DULCIMERS AND BANJOS 


Send $.64 for lists of songs in the Collections , 
PRE-LOVED INSTRUMENTS , books, tapes, CDs 


Shipping: 1st book $2.15, 1st tape $1.15 and 
.50 each additional item. 


MAIDEN CREEK DULCIMERS 
BOX 666 WOOSTER ,OH 44691 
330/345-7825 med@bright.net 


A complete line of 
Hammer Dulcimers and accessories 
handcrafted by Rick Fogel 


Le 
DULCIMER CO. 


Lloyd Wright ss 


by Margaret Wright ¢ Bellaire, Texas 


How did you first meet the mountain dulcimer? 

My family [Jerry and Margaret, and brother Hollis] and I 
were traveling through Missouri and Arkansas in July, 1994. 
We had been advised by several other travelers to be sure and 
see Blanchard Springs Caverns in Mountain View, Arkansas. 
We went to Mountain View and, although we went there to 
see the caves, we discovered the music first! On our last day 
in Mountain View, we went to McSpadden’s Dulcimer 
Shoppe and met Lynn McSpadden. My mom held a dulcimer 
and mysteriously began playing “Bile Them Cabbage.” Lynn 
took another instrument off the wall and began playing along. 
Thanks to Mastercard, we were soon the proud owners of a 
McSpadden dulcimer. 

I did not really begin playing right away. But I watched and 
listened. My family soon joined the North Harris County Dul- 
cimer Society. One day, I just started playing. My dad asked 
me, “How do you know how to do that?” I answered, “I don’t 
know.” I had been playing a borrowed dulcimer and received 
my own for Christmas of 1994, And my family and I played for 
our church on Christmas day. It all happened rather quickly. 


What influenced your learning? 

The North Harris County Dulcimer club influenced me. 
That is where I began learning tunes and playing in jams. We 
learned many, many tunes, most of them new to us. Our fami- 
ly also played at home almost every night. My mom would 
remember the tunes or read the tablature. I just listened and 
played them by ear. 

We also began to purchase many tapes of other players 
and groups. I remember meeting the Sweet Song String Band 
in March of 1995. Scott Jackson was playing with them that 
day. I remember that during a break, he sat down with his 
guitar and he and I played some tunes. 


What helped you develop your own style? 

The next Christmas, I received my first guitar. The follow- 
ing spring I got a mandolin and that Christmas I got a fretless 
banjo. I think the dulcimer helped me learn these other 
instruments quickly, but playing them also helped me develop 
a distinctive dulcimer style and strumming techniques. 

I’ve learned an awful lot from my friend, Bill Thurman, 
who is a great fiddler. He and I have been playing music 
together for more than a year. He is a tremendous musician 
and has stretched my abilities. 

I have also listened to tapes and CDs of the great dulcimer 
players, among them Steve Seifert, Don Pedi, and David 
Schnaufer. I have distilled stylistic features and favorite tunes 
from these gifted players. 
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Photo: Steve Britton 


What styles of music do you like? 
I like the driving force of Celtic music. I also enjoy the old- 
time tunes and guitar flat-picking. 


What would you like to do with the mountain dulcimer in the 
future? 

I really enjoy performing and would like to do more of 
that. Even competitions are lots of fun for me because it is a 
performance where folks are listening a little more closely. 
That is fine with me. I would like to do some recording and 
possibly put a string band together. I would like to teach and 
perform at festivals around the country. I have already done 
some teaching at various dulcimer clubs in our area. I really 
enjoy meeting people at the festivals and helping them with 
their dulcimer playing. I would like to continue to compete. I 
won first place in the State of Texas in 1999. Someday, per- 
haps, I’ll be first on the regional or national level. € 


[Ed.'s Note: And that has happened! Lloyd placed First in the National 
Mountain Dulcimer Championship in Winfield, Kansas this past 
September. The Wright Family will have a CD released soon called, 
appropriately enough, The Wright Family Album. Also, Bil! Thurman 
has a new CD, Fiddlin’ My Life Away, coming out about the same 
time. He and Lloyd have several fiddle/dulcimer duets included. ] 


Lloydfrank21@hotmail.com 
www.geocities. com/loydfrank/index.htm 
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t was a warm summer day when my 

husband John and I drove up to 

Voorheesville, New York, to visit 

Bill Spence. My mind raced with 
excitement at the prospect of meeting 
the master of hammered dulcimer 
music and asking him a few questions. 
What interested him in the hammered 
dulcimer and how did he get started 
playing? With the popularity of the 
instrument today, I wondered what it 
must have been like to be a hammered 
dulcimer player at a time when there 
were virtually no other players around... 
whom did he learn from...where did he 
collect his tunes? Had Bill (should I call 
him Mr. Spence?) been asked these 
questions a thousand times already? Of 
course, I’d “met” Bill Spence at the Old 
Songs Festival, which we’d attended for 
several years (along with several thou- 
sand other people who hear his stage 
introductions and observe his colorful 
plaid overalls) and I remembered 
watching awestruck as he played the 
dulcimer at David Lindsey’s booth, 
trading tunes with fiddler Alan Block. 
But then I also remembered participat- 
ing in a couple of street corner ham- 
mered dulcimer jams at the festival 
(maybe he’d remember me). 

Finally we turned at the end of the 
lane at the “Andy’s Front Hall” sign and 
followed it up the driveway to the store 
and house. Andy (Bill’s wife) waved 
hello from her flower gardens and Bill 
walked out the front door to greet us. 
With a warm welcome, all anxiety was 
put to rest and it was only minutes 
before we were chatting comfortably on 
the side deck. Here’s what I learned. 

It was hearing Howie Mitchell—at 
the 1969 Fox Hollow Festival in Peters- 
burg, New York—that got Bill Spence 
excited about building and playing the 
hammered dulcimer. Bill picked up 
Mitchell’s book on building your own 
dulcimer and built his first instrument 
following “Drawing Number 13.” 
Mitchell was a science teacher at the 
time and Bill knew he could trust the 
accuracy of his plans. 

There were only a couple of ham- 
mered dulcimer recordings out at the 
time: one by Howie Mitchell on Folk 
Legacy (1962) and another by Chet 


Parker on Folkways (1966), so learning 
from hammered dulcimer recordings 
wasn’t an option. Bill developed his own 
style and he worked out tunes on the 
hammered dulcimer by listening to 
other kinds of recordings, particularly 
those of two Irish Ceili bands: the Gal- 
lowglass Ceili Band and the McCusker 
Brothers Ceili Band. In time, he perfect- 
ed a style of infectious dance music that 
has enticed many of us over the years to 
take up our own hammers and join the 
ranks of hammered dulcimer players. 


All-Stars,” a string band featuring 

his dulcimer as a lead instrument. 

The group originally came togeth- 
er as a Stringband workshop through 
“The Pick’n and Sing’n Gather’n,” a 
folk music organization in the Albany 
area. For the next several years, Bill 
met and exchanged playing techniques 
at the Fox Hollow Festival with players 
like Howie Mitchell, Malcolm Dalglish, 
Walt Michael, Jay Round and John 
McCutcheon, among others. 

In 1973, The Hammered Dulcimer 
was recorded in the Spence’s living 
room on a 2-track machine. This simple 
home recording, a lively “feel good” 
selection of tunes with liner notes writ- 
ten by Bill, has since sold over 60,000 
copies, captured the fancy of a new gen- 
eration of musicians, and become the 
source of inspiration for hundreds of 
new hammered dulcimer enthusiasts. 
Cathy Barton told me once that, upon 
hearing this recording for the first time, 
it made her dance around the living 
room with excitement! 

From a hammered dulcimer player’s 
point of view, I was really interested in 
what makes Bill Spence’s playing style so 
irresistibly danceable. I learned it was the 
combination of several things, including 
his hammering pattern, the chord pat- 
terns he chooses while the fiddle takes a 
break, the sound and setup of his instru- 
ment, his flexible hammers, playing with 
“hing,” [Ed. Note: read on for word defi- 
nition!] his use of dynamics, his tune 
choices and his insistence on keeping it 
simple! Without getting too analytical, 
let’s looks at each of these factors: 


n 1970, Bill helped form “Fennig’s 


by Heidi Cerrigione 
Ellington, Connecticut 


Even though he’s right- 
handed, Bill’s hammering 
pattern always begins with 
the left-hand lead. Hearing 
him tap out the rhythm on 
his knees while humming “Flowers of 
Edinburgh” made me want to run to my 
dulcimer to try it. Count “1 and 2 and” 
starting with the left hand on 1; rest on 
“and”, left on 2, and then the right 
hand playing the “and”. Bill sounds it 
out as “boom (rest) chick-a, boom 
(rest) chick-a” ete. 

For a chord pattern accompaniment, 

Bill suggests 135, 136, 146. When he got 

a blank (huh?) look from me, he 

explained that for a D chord (start with 

the left hand) start on the D note and 

play the 1-3-5 (the 5 is on the left side 

of the treble bridge). Okay, I under- 

stand, that’s D-F#-A. Next inversion, 

start on the F¥ note and play 1-3-6 

(think of the F# being 1) for notes of 
F#-A-D. For the last inversion, start on 
the A note and play 1-4-6, for notes of | 
A-D-F#. Neat! 

David Lindsey of Bennington, Okla- 
homa made the instrument that Bill 
currently plays. It is designed for low 
sustain and has a wide dynamic range. 

It’s very powerful but it can also blend 
quietly with the other instruments in 
the band. Bill says he’s working closely 
with David in designing a smaller (more 
portable) version, without losing the big 
sound, low sustain and wide dynamic 
range. 
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and his hammer control and 

rhythm is solid. He demonstrated 

how he allows his right hand to 
take an extra bounce occasionally for 
added rhythm in support of his left-hand 
lead. He took us into the house and set 
up his big dulcimer to play exactly what 
he described. I had to think what a pow- 
erful memory resides in the muscles of 
Bill Spence’s hands— a memory that 
can unravel a thousand tunes and 
express them in such a rhythmic motion 
across the strings of a dulcimer. 

Playing with “hing” is a way of 
putting a lilt in your playing, and fellow 
band member George Wilson recently 
identified this as a Cape Breton term. 
Bill first learned the concept from 
either Michael Cooney or Alistair 
Anderson... maybe both. It refers to 
the playing of eighth notes with a dot- 
ted feel—more like a dotted eighth 
note followed by a sixteenth note—that 
gives that lilting, up-beat feel. Bill 
described it as “dump-a-da” and it can 
especially be heard in his jig rhythms. 

Dynamics play a large role in Bill’s 
dance repertoire. A typical dance 
arrangement finds the hammered dul- 
cimer and the fiddle trading leads until 


i ill’s hammers are the flexible kind 


the last time through. The last A part 
starts quietly, the first B part is quieter 
yet (making the dancers listen up), and 
then it’s full steam ahead on the final B 
part to “take it home.” 

Jigs, reels and beautiful waltzes all 
find a place in the Spence repertoire. 
While he can read music, Bill prefers to 
learn by ear—listening and re-listening 
to recordings. He says that dance tunes 
have to be in your head, and they come 
out of your hands if you believe they 
can! Bill remembers tunes by “tune 
parts” and then assembles them all like 
pieces of a puzzle. He says he’s not 
interested in playing ragtime or classi- 
cal music because for him the instru- 
ment is a dance instrument. He prefers 
to keep it simple with a few licks here 
and there, but not a lot of embellish- 
ment or “fancy stuff.” 

Over the years, Fennig’s All-Star 
String Band has recorded several 
albums and all have been recently re- 
released on CD. The band has changed 
musicians somewhat over the years, but 
Toby Stover continues to play a dyna- 
mite piano for the group while George 
Wilson plays fiddle from a vast reper- 
toire—tunes from New England, Que- 
bec, Cape Breton, Scotland, Ireland, 
Shetland and Sweden. George recently 
released a recording, The Royal Cir- 
cus—A Menagerie of Northern Fiddle 
Tunes and Bill Spence plays hammered 
dulcimer on three cuts. 


the State University of New York 

at Albany, where he was an audio- 

visual and computer graphics spe- 
cialist. He and George Wilson continue 
to play for dances and, when Toby’s 
schedule permits, she joins them. I had 
to laugh when I heard Bill describe the 
fact that he still finds it hard to talk 
while playing lead on the hammered 
dulcimer. When he and George are 
ready to change tunes in the middle of 
a dance, Bill said the only thing either 
of them can muster up to say is 
“switch” or “D” to give an indication of 
the next tune —and that’s after 30 years 
of playing! 

To complete our visit with the 


f ill retired in September 1999 from 


Me a. 


The current Fenning: i 
9 All-Star String Band (/=r): 
Bill Spence, Toby Stover, George Wilson ee 


Spence’s, we were treated to a tour of 
Andy’s Front Hall. While many of you 
may have seen their catalog, their music 
store is one wonderful collection of 
books, recordings, and instruments, all 
focusing on folk, traditional and acous- 
tic music. They are located on Wormer 
Road in Voorheesville, New York, and 
you can request their catalog or get 
specific directions from their website at 
www.andysfronthall.com. Their website 
also includes links to the Old Songs 
Festival held in Altamont each June. 
They say all good things must end, 
but as we drove down the lane leaving 
the Spence’s house, I was bursting with 
dulcimer ideas and basking in the glow 
of having just spent a couple of wonder- 
ful hours talking with one of the finest 
hammered dulcimer players. € 


Andy's Front Hall 
PO Box 307 Voorheesville, NY 12186 
518-765-4193 ¢ fennig@aol.com 


Heidi Cerrigione has contributed reviews and 
music to publications such as Music Hound 
Folk and The Autoharp Quarterly. She has 
also published several dulcimer and auto- 
harp books with Neal Walters and Doofus 
Music. 


DISCOGRAPHY 
Hammered Dulcimer 
(FHR 302) Cassette or CD 


The Hammered Dulcimer Returns 
(FHR 041) Cassette or CD 


The Hammered Dulcimer Strikes Again 
& Fennigmania (FHR 303) CD 
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t age five I began piano lessons. At age eight, the cello, 
later, the accordion, then guitar, violin, and mandolin 
followed. Since 1954, I have taught various instruments 
professionally and I still love doing this. 

In 1980 my husband, Ted, and I attended a convention of 
musical instrument builders. There we heard the mountain 
dulcimer played—melody and chords. This was a first— 
we'd only heard noter-style playing before. It made such an 
impression, I told Ted I wanted a dulcimer. He suggested I 
order a plan for building a dulcimer and said he’d help me 
with it. After struggling to play that one, I asked him to build 
me a dulcimer. 

At that time there were not very many dulcimer books 
available, and several people asked me to teach them to play. 
I used the books available, but added a lot of my own materi- 
al, and I taught them to use melody with chords. 

I enjoy teaching music almost as much as playing the won- 
derful instruments that my luthier husband has built for me. I 
have about a dozen, including two classical guitars, a violin, a 
viola, an elaborately inlaid F-4 style mandolin, a soprano and 


New from “Holding Back The 
THOMASI N A Night’ is a refreshing 
_ blend of tradition meets 
cool 2000.... 
-E. Russell, JRRI 
International Radio 
The beauty of this 
release becomes 
apparent with each 
. Bx successive listening... 
i e % a beautiful recording... 
: = A a - Sing Out! Magazine 
Holding Back The Night 
Original, Traditional 
& Contemporary Folk 
To book or contact 
THOMASINA: 
Back Seat Boys Music 
P.O. Box 1469 
Litchfield, CT 06759 
(860) 567-1605 
Thomasina9@aol.com 
www.thomasina.net 


a tenor ukulele, and four dulcimers: two with three strings, a 
bass dulcimer, and a four-equidistant string dulcimer. My 
favorite one, and the one that I play most, is the dulcimer my 
husband made for me. It has Brazilian rosewood back and 
sides and a cedar top. It has a beautiful, full, and unusual 
sound. 

Teaching students has been extremely enjoyable to me. I 
have written several instructional books for various instru- 
ments to help my students through the difficult stages they 
might encounter. I never set out to write these books; they 
just sort of happened through my forty-five-plus years of 
teaching. At first, when teaching dulcimer, I had the students 
learn to read music, but that took so long that I started using 
tab. After a while, all my students wanted to learn how to 
read music so I wrote The Dulcimer Note Book. 

I have enjoyed giving workshops for both beginning and 
advanced dulcimer players, as well as for other instrumental- 
ists. I have given workshops in Winfield, Nashville, Chicago, 
and Fort Mitchell, to name a few. 

I am currently performing with a group of my dulcimer 
students, all of whom have never played dulcimer before. 
Most had never played any music at all! We’re known as the 
Sassy Frass Tea dulcimer band. We perform at various times 
during the year. We did one performance at the 
Knoxville/Oak Ridge, Tennessee Classical Guitar Society 
using my Ballad Book. | don’t know who had more fun, us or 
the audience! Currently, we are making a CD. 

One of my latest books, Classical Dulcimer, has songs for 
fingerpicking in DAD. “Serenade For Guitar” is included in 
the book. €3 


Norma Davis 
205 Engel Road, Loudon, TN 37774. 
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Serenade for Guitar 


Arr. for Dulcimer by Norma Davis 


Lawrence Long 
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by Ralph Lee Smith 


The Reosevelts Receive A Dulcimer 

In 1934, a dulcimer arrived at the White House from Ken- 
tucky, as a gift to the President and Mrs. Roosevelt. Here is the 
tale. 

I came upon this story unexpectedly. Each year, in May, I 
attend the Indian Neck Folk Festival at Camp Isabella Freed- 
man in Falls Village, Connecticut. Indian Neck was launched in 
the late 1960s by a group of Greenwich Village and East Coast 
folkies, as an informal, unstructured weekend of picking and 
singing for folk musicians. I attended my first Indian Neck Festi- 
val about 1970, and have attended many of them since. Among 
other things, invitees may exhibit and sell crafts, books, record- 
ings, and old instruments if they wish to do so. 


A Preliminary Find 

An Indian Neck attendee for a number of years has been Ben 
Koenig, a banjo player and second-hand book dealer from Ver- 
mont, who has a marvelous stock of old books and ephemera 
relating to folk music. In the small craft building at Indian Neck, 
Ben sets up a bookcase containing choice books from his stock, 
and a few wooden boxes containing leaflets and other materials, 


JUNE APPLE DULCIMERS 
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Handcrafted Celtic Designs & Traditional Styles 


www.dulcimerhammers.com 
www.hammered-dulcimers.com 


juneapple@erols.com 


Mountain Dulcimer Tales & Traditions 


sits by his display, plays the banjo, and sells a lot of fine things to 
eager buyers. I never escape without acquiring a few items. 

At the 1997 Indian Neck festival, I bought a copy of the origi- 
nal 1917 edition of English Folk Songs From the Southern 
Appalachians, by Olive Dame Campbell and Cecil Sharp, from 
Ben. Why do I want the 1917 edition when the 1932 edition, by 
Cecil Sharp, edited by Maud Karpeles, which is the standard 
version of the work, contains about twice as much material? The 
answer, my friends, is not just blowin’ in the wind. It is that the 
1917 edition is out of copyright, while the 1932 edition is still 
covered by copyright! Anything contained in the 1917 edition is 
public domain. I of course own the 1932 edition (reprinted in 
1960 but now also out of print), but had never been able to find 
a copy of the rare 1917 edition. 

Ben’s book display is one of my first stops on Saturday morn- 
ing at Indian Neck. When I arrived in 1997, another customer 
was holding a book with a dark blue cover and faded lettering, 
and examining it carefully. It was the 1917 edition of English 
Folk Songs From the Southern Appalachians! It was the first copy 
for sale that I had ever seen. With my heart in my mouth, I 
looked at some other books and did my best to appear noncha- 
lant, while the prospective buyer, who obviously knew what he 
was doing, spent a long time with the book. He couldn’t decide, 
and finally put it down. As soon as he walked away, I picked the 
book up and looked at the price. I of course already knew what I 
was in for. Nevertheless, I said to Ben, “I'll take it!” 


Handcrafted Celtic Designs & Traditional Styles 
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A Greater Find Poiter ea) ey 
We talked a bit while Ben wrote up the sales slip. Ben knows G25 bbz! ei 

of my involvement with the dulcimer. “You know,” he saidashe ; 

handed the slip to me, “I have something interesting. I have a Hivdnar seieccest ee 

letter written by Eleanor Roosevelt, on White House stationery, oat en: 

to one of Jean Ritchie’s sisters!” ' Hi Miissbe 
My jaw dropped. “You do?” I asked. ss hae "We mare nouse 
“Yes,” he smiled, “I do!” Tees eS 


“Well, I want that, too!” I said, and I bought it. Fortunately, I 


had enough money left for gas and tolls. 
MY deer Uiss Ritohie: 


The letter, dated April 23, 1934, reads, Fo have nesty!2, ORY Feoontdy thet 
Jou ahoate yt tum sotaetsopee’ hy 
“My Dear Miss Ritchie, have ie ants ang Fare tal ienset a 
It is only recently that we have heard the dulcimer played and dastrunent of he ‘tea Zpioel Misioal 
it is a unique coincidence that you should have given me this Rent Sonool, °F Your Hindsan Settle! 
one. The President and I are delighted to have it and I am most $henke to Hig 2g82e, convey = 
grateful to you for sending me this typical musical instrument of StYing ne this duloiner? 
the American mountaineer, and the product of your Hindman TS Meennay eer : 


Settlement School. 
Will you please convey my thanks to all those associated with 


you in giving me this dulcimer? 
Very sincerely yours, 


Eleanor Roosevelt” continues on the next page 


Visit Our New Online Shop 


www.southwinddulcimer.com 
We now offer secure online ordering from our website. 
Shop for CDs, books, accessories, and more. 


“The Music Shoppe” 
Limited Edition Print 
by John Barrett 


Edition of 500 
Signed & Numbered 


Image Size 10” x 14” 
Overall Size 14” x 18” 


$40.00 + $7.50 S&H 
IN Residents Add 5% Tax 


Order Online at 


4631 Bayard Park Drive Evansville, IN 47714 
Phone (812) 473-3346 Toll-Free (877) 385-2463 Fax: (812) 473-3367 
info@southwinddulcimer.com Open Tuesday-Saturday 
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After I acquired the letter, I called Jean Ritchie. She told 
me that in 1934 her sister Una and a group of her Hindman 
Settlement School schoolmates journeyed to Washington to 
perform traditional songs and ballads at a Daughters of the 
American Revolution (DAR) conference. After their perfor- 
mance, the group visited the White House and met Mrs. 
Roosevelt. When they returned to Hindman, it was decided 
to send a dulcimer, made at Hindman, to Mrs. Roosevelt. 
Una, who had played the dulcimer at the performance, trans- 
mitted the gift. 

Una married a professor in a New England college, and 
died a few years ago in a nursing home in Vermont. Ben 
bought some of her books, and the letter. 


Where is the Dulcimer? 

I went to work to see what more I could learn. I called the 
White House. They told me that artifacts and materials relat- 
ing to the Roosevelt administration were in the Franklin D. 
Roosevelt Library in Hyde Park. I called the Library and 
spoke with Mr. Ted Parks of the Library staff, who was inter- 
ested and helpful. He checked the Library’s catalogue, and 
told me that they do not have the dulcimer. He said that 
FDR and Eleanor had given various items away to members 
of the family and other persons, and perhaps the dulcimer 
had been given away. The records provided no clue. 

The Library does possesses the following materials, of 
which they sent me copies of Numbers 2 through 5: 

1. A copy of the letter of which I had acquired the original; 

2. A letter to Mrs. Roosevelt from Elizabeth Watts, Direc- 
tor of Hindman Settlement School, dated April 26, 1934. 
Since the envelope enclosing the letter from Eleanor Roo- 
sevelt to Una is postmarked April 25, this letter crossed Mrs. 
Roosevelt’s in the mail; 

3. A flyer describing Hindman Settlement School, which 
was enclosed with Ms. Watts’ letter; 

4. A response to Elizabeth Watts, written by Miss Malvina 
T. Schneider, Eleanor Roosevelt’s Secretary; and 

5. Elizabeth Watts’ acknowledgment of Malvina Schnei- 
der’s reply. 


Elizabeth Watts’ April 26 letter to Mrs. Roosevelt is worth 
reproducing in full: 


“Dear Mrs. Roosevelt, 

We understand that you are to be in Lexington in May, 
attending the Needlework Guild meeting. Knowing of your 
interest in mountain schools, I am encouraged to hope that 
you may find it possible to include in your trip a visit to the 
Hindman Settlement School, which we believe to be the old- 
est rural social settlement in the country. With the coming of 
automobile roads, it is now easy to reach Hindman, which is 
about one hundred and sixty miles from Lexington. It would 
be a real pleasure to us to have you as our guest, and we 
would do everything to make your stay as enjoyable as possi- 
ble. 

Miss Una Ritchie, who sang ballads at the recent D.A.R. 
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ONE OF UNCLE SOLOMON'S "GREATS" 
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choose. 


Conference in Washington, and played the dulcimore, is one 
of Hindman’s graduates of whom we are very proud. I am 
enclosing a leaflet that will give you an idea of the scope of 
Hindman’s work, and you will notice in the leaflet the picture 
of one of Uncle Solomon’s “Greats” with a dulcimore across 
her knees. This is a picture of one of Una’s sisters, who grad- 
uated last year, and who has a great deal of her sister’s musi- 
cal ability. 

We should be very happy if you could stop at the Hindman 
Settlement School while you are in Kentucky, for however 
long or short a time. 


Sincerely yours, 
(signed) Elizabeth Watts” 


Two panels of the tri-fold flyer sent by Ms. Watts with her 
letter are reproduced here. The photo is of Pauline Ritchie. 
Prior to receiving this material from the Roosevelt Library, I 
had not seen the flyer. I had, however, seen the photo in the 
Berea College archives while I was doing research for my 
book, Appalachian Dulcimer Traditions. | ordered a copy, and 
it appears in my book on page 106. 

On behalf of Mrs. Roosevelt, Malvina Schneider respond- 
ed to Ms. Watts on May 2, stating that Mrs. Roosevelt would 
not be going to Lexington in May and would therefore be 
unable to accept Ms. Watts’ invitation. “She [Mrs. Roosevelt] 
remembers Miss Ritchie very well,” Ms. Schneider wrote, 
“and has the dulcimore which Miss Ritchie was kind enough 
to send to her.” 

Don’t you wonder where that dulcimer is today? 


[Letter to Ralph Lee Smith from 
Jean Ritchie, October 2000] 


“Thanks for your very interesting 
account of Mrs. Roosevelt’s dulcimer. 
Yes, I have often wondered what became 
of it since that day I saw it hanging on 
the wall in 1947 or 1948. I’ve been think- 
ing Washington all of these years, but it 
was more likely in the Hyde Park home, 
where our group from the Encampment 
for Citizenship made a day visit. I look 
forward to seeing your article “live” as I 
don’t think the family has that picture of 
Pauline with the dulcimer.” 


Postscript: Ben Seymour is 
Making Galax-Style Dulcimers 

I must sadly report that Jacob Ray 
Melton of Galax, Virginia, the great 
maker of traditional Galax-style dul- 
cimers, passed away at the Veterans 
Administration Medical Center in 
Salem, Virginia on October 28 after a 
long battle with cancer. His passing 


Jim Curley’s 
Mountain Music Shoppe 
11200 Johnson Drive 


Shawnee, Kansas 66203 
(913) 962-9711 


www.mountainmusicshoppe.com 


Dealerships: 
Deering* Ome* 
Mike Ramsey* 
Kentucky* 
Mid-Missouri* 
Sigma* Cort* 
Magic Fluke* 
Master Works* 
Song Bird* 
Rick Thum* 
McSpadden* 
and many more! 
Apr 


Specializing in 
Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 


Civil War, 1800's, Old Time, Bluegrass & 
World Instruments, Accessories, CDs, Cas- 
settes, Books, Miscellaneous 
Gift Certificates & Lay-A-Ways 


Lessons * Repairs 
Buy ° Sell * Trade * Consign 


Private Performances * Solos or Groups 


deprives us of a precious link to old- 
time Virginia dulcimers and dulcimer 


playing. It also deprives us of a wonder- 
fully warm-hearted friend, who, with his 


wife Dainease, charmed attendees at 
the Annual Dulcimer Playing Work- 
shop since they began to attend in the 
early 1990s. 

For some time prior to his death, 
Jacob Ray had discontinued making 
dulcimers. This left interested persons 
virtually without a source for obtaining 
a traditional-style instrument of the 
Virginia type. I am glad to be able to 
report that Ben Seymour of Tryon, 
North Carolina has stepped in to fill 
this important need. He sent me two 
pictures that are reproduced here, and 
wrote as follows: 

“Thanks for the interest in my 
‘Galax’ dulcimers. Right now I can 
build them in walnut, cherry and 
poplar, with other woods available on 
request. I can also build them with or 
without a false back. I can also repro- 
duce almost any historical dulcimer 
given pictures and dimensions, but giv- 
ing them accurate scales (which I know 


Gustom Hammer Makers, 
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some are lacking). For info, people can 
call or write: Kudzu Patch Productions, 
c/o Ben Seymour, 2142 Coxe Road, 
Tryon NC 28782, 828/863-4384.” €3 


Bob and Betty Kiogima 


1079 Tinker Lane 
Proctorville, OH 45669 


740/886-2284 


Many styles available in Cherry or Maple 7%” or 8%” long with 
Rosewood trim handles. 


We Specialize in Custom Sizes. 


Dealer Inquiries Invited. 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


jrom 


CHILDREN'S TUNES 
Tunes include: Twinkle Twinkle, 
Row Row Row Your Boat, Go 
Tell Aunt Rhody Plus 10 other 
one finger and two finger 
arrangements 


OTHER BAKER’S DOZEN 
TITLES INCLUDE: 
Number 1 CELTIC MUSIC 
Number 2. FIDDLE TUNES 
Number 3 OLD TIME SONGS 
Number 4 SHAKER MUSIC 
Number 5 DULCI-MERRY 
CHRISTMAS VOL I 
Number 6 WORLD MUSIC 
Number 7 DULCI-MERRY 
CHRISTMAS VOL 2 
Number8 ROUNDS & DUETS 


All books contain standard notation with 
chords and tablature for DAD tuning 
Baker’s Dozen titles . 
$6.00ea Post Paid 


The Three 


String 
Orchestra 


31 classical tunes 

arranged for the 
Mountain Dulcimer in 
DAD tuning with standard notation. 

Includes Bach, Mozart, Beethoven 

Handel and more. 
with CD containing all 31 tunes 
$24.00ea Post Paid 


MASTERCARD & VISA 


Catalog available 
send orders to: 
TWEETWATER PRODUCTIONS 
Shelley Stevens 
643 E. Euclid Ave. 
Springfield, OH 45505 
937-323-7864 


shelleystevens@musician.org 
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Supplies for Dulcimer Makers from Folkcraft 


Folkcraft is your source for instrument making supplies. All wood is carefully dried 
and seasoned. Tops, backs, sides, and fingerboards are sanded to exact tolerances and 
matched. You’ll also find quality accessories and strings, and quick delivery. 

Items within the same category may be combined for quantity discounts. Example: 4 
walnut backs 2 cherry backs, use the 6 - I! price for each. Call, write or e-mail 
(supplies@folkcraft.com) for our complete supply list. Dulcimer, Hammer 


Dulcimer and Bowed Psaltery! 


DULCIMER BACKS = ral sl tori 
7132" x LPB" fee dpe {000 4" pes) 
15 611 128UP 
Bl Geryteh_. 99 915 AS 
S02 Cherry 2ptamnennnn 1050 HOO 9.00 


SOUNDBOARDS $30 1 "ter bye (r00 4° pa) 
‘Sicha Sproce and Western Red (Cedar are versical grata 
S84 Sproct Mplannnnann AIO 19S 1285 
S34 WR Cedar2x 18S 1510S 


585 Gettenct 2px N20 1045 9.55 


DULCIMER SIDE SETS 1132": 100" pa) 
Cl 33 MS 
Ce SR 


DULCIMER PEG HEAD BLANKS peciy: I pcor 2c 
LAT a3 ber tp Or Bo MM ps = ba 

10 Gerry... 535 $05 ASS 

|: $00 475 as 


DULCIMER TAIL BLOCK BLANKS ralvi3" 
Cl 2300S 5 
Bi Webra USSS 


FINGERBOARD BLANKS = ts3raiw 
15 MOS 
CL ass as 139 


NUT, BRIDGE & FRET SLOTS cata stow fgutesrs 
(48 fret shoes inching che 6 14, ret seal is 27”) 
Md $2.59 pes fingerboard. 


700 DELRIN PLASTIC NUT & BRIDGE STOCK 
Wiiee, 1/0 thick 2 7/16" high x ID" bong. $2.00 per ct 

MOLDED DELRIN NUTS & BRIDGES 
Am chick 13/2" igh x 1 4" (to ft cur pre-chetredfingerboards) 
Bose color. Seracgs slots are pra-ast. 

(Hea) 060 (12-49) 055 ea. (50.809) 000. 


INLAYS 


991 Mess cf Pear dots (4M) $Oea. 


DULCIMER HARDWARE 
MACHINE HEADS - betnidaats wich screns. Scull pertard 
toetton. Can be used for either vertical or herizental mocaitng, 

30M set TIS 30S $49 1S HOG 90-1 Sea, 
MACHINE HEADS . cocesed, seed. 121 gear eatio. Saal 
chrome button (set 4), (dea! for Rat pegheads. 

3010 (110) 2600 0-BMa G8IH Wa 
GROVER “PERMA-TENSION? - Specity Partid or 
Rosewood buttons (tet ef 4). 

300 (Ive) 4200 2-H (8 DMea 
STEWART MACDONALD 


PLANETARY 
DULCIMER PEGS. Pesrloid betas (xtc! 4). 
3055 (Loe) 45.00 28 UR) SOM ea 
FRET WIRE 10% ticket saber. Pre-sreightened. 7° bngtks. 
4000 per ket___... 1a 
$000 LAND (2B00t 19) neni 195 
as 


6030 FRET SAW (ite). 20a 
DULCIMER STRING ANCHOR PINS (ccpper pase) 


(Use with Bal or Lop end rings) 
MS ad OU Mig ML 20 
400) Pig. 150. 1.09 


STRINGS-#01 PACKED (Cocdie sizes fr best seonzt,) 
Pain snes 09-14 Word snes (even #'s on) 20 - 026 
PLAINSIZES WOUNDSIZES 


ot: rT’ Ba 
B-Corp._. Ba Wea 
4982... Na Ka 


Spec: BALLENDS or LOOPENDS 


For the latest information about books, 
recordings and accessories, check out our 
Web site: www. folkcraft.com 


MAXIMA®GOLD PLATED Corresion resistant, long lasting. Ball ends only. 
Plain sizes available: .010 - 014... $2.00 ea. 


Dr® Handmade wounds - Increased bass response, long fasting. 
Ball ends only. Wound ses avaitzble: (2, 024.......$2.50 ea. 


“SQUEAKLESS” wounds. Greatly reduces wound string squeak. 
Loop ends only, Wound sizes availabe: 022, 024... $2.50 ea. 


ACCESSORIES 
STRAP BUTTONS 
A070 Chrome. 00¢a, 4871 Black. 1.85 ea. 4072 Gold. 185 ea. 


PLAYING STRAP - Quick celease ar each end. Black. 16.95 ea. 


DULCIMER PICKS 

Lange triangle. Speci chin cr mediom weight 

SOTO Pig. OF Sauna. 190 SOED Php. OF 144... 29.00 
S075 Pg. Of TR... 18.00 


$07) Herdim® "3 in I" picks @ gauges in I pick) 
(1-2) 80a. (3-5) 4 ea. (6-11) S8ea. (12 up) S02. 


DULCIMER CAPO - fiber reintorced plastic (fits up co | 1/2" wide 
Fingerboard.) SO73P (I ea.) 10,50 (2) 9.50 ea. (3-5) 8.50 ea. (6.8 Up) 6.25 ea. 


DULCIMER CASES 

CHIPBOARD - lorenge shzpe(fits mast hourgtass zad tezrdrop styles) 
Raoguitar - 38°LX 4°D X 8° tapering ta SW, Black with ck ining 
SOIT (1) 34.95 (2) 29.90 ea. (3-5) 26.0002. (68 Up) 19.20 ea. 


Detunca - 38°11 47D K8 1/2" tapering to STW. With plush Ening. 
C182 (1) 49.95 (2) 42.50¢a. (8-5) 37.50ea. (66 Up) 27.500. 


HARDSHELL - Hew ightweight style (7 Ibs). High density foam shell, 
covered with ABS plastic chan covered with Cordura ™ fabric. Padded soft 
material interior. Reoray exterior pocket. Heavy duty handle. 

S020 (1) 130.00 (2) 100.00 ea. (3 & up) 60.00 ea. 


CARRYING BAG - Fis cp to 40°LX9WX3 1/2°D. Cordura fabric, 
padded, fied. Has handle, shoulder strap, book/secessory pocket 
$OIS (1) 65.00 (2) 55.2Sea. (3 Sup) 0 


HAMMER DULCIMER & PSALTERY SUPPLIES 
ZITHER TUNING PINS . dicta! placed (2/26°D X 19/06") 

WOOD eocheeeneinene 035 MOO Pkg. of $00... 108.00 

11000 Ping. cf $0. 14.00 11030 Phy. of 1000... 180.00 

11010 Pkg. of 250... 62.50 


HITCH PINS - Wicket placed (18° 0 X11/4°1) 
13080 Pig.cf5S0..... 10.50 13082 Pkg. of $00... 65.00 
13081 Phe. of 250...... 42.50 13083. Pg. of 1000... 109.00 


TUNING WRENCHES 16a 92-11. 128UP 


10050. L-shaped 435 400 3.50 
10070 T- star head 950 185 625 
1006S Glock key {brass) 3.00 250 2.00 
ROSIN  tarocs treads 


10090 (1-5)250ea (6 8up) 20a. 


BOW 1/10 size standard wood viatin bow 
BPBOW (1-4)23.00ea. (5 8up) 20.00ea 


SHIPPING - Please include your complete strect and Postal 
address (if different) with order.. Charges are as follows: 
Orders up to $25.00 add $5.00 for shipping 
from $25.01 to $50.00 add $6.50 for shipping 
from $50.01 to $99.00 sdd $10.00 for shipping 
$100.00 and UP: Add 10% to the total order 


We accept Visa, MasterCard & Discover 


Prices and specifications subject to change 
without notice. Please call for current 
information before ordering. 


PEt pew Serer 


P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 
Toll Free 800-433-3655 
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Dulcimer Playing as an Athletic Event 


by Steve Schneider 


Greetings fellow Olympians! If you 
play a musical instrument (such as a 
mountain or hammered dulcimer), then 
you may as well be training for the 
Olympics. Practicing and performing 
are two activities that require many of 
the same skills professional athletes 
need in order to compete. The similari- 
ties are startling, actually, which helps 
to explain why learning to play a musi- 
cal instrument and performing can be 
so fulfilling —and so difficult. 

We (musicians and music students) 
have a lot in common with athletes in 
training: We spend a great deal of time 
alone honing our skills; we develop 
relationships with mentors/teachers 
who coach us through our development; 
we have goals that include surpassing 


The Art of Performing 


where we are today; and we have the 
belief that through hard work and disci- 
pline, we can overcome our imbalances 
and deficiencies to continue to advance 
and grow. The training is rigorous, and 
it touches upon our bodies, our minds, 
and our emotions. The time that you 
spend practicing, tuning, and playing 
dulcimer requires commitment, disci- 
pline, and sacrifice, especially knowing 
that you could be spending your limited 
time in so many different ways. Practic- 
ing and even playing music is a luxury 
for most of us during these busy times, 
and, for some, it makes the commit- 
ment to the dulcimer that much more 
essential and significant. 

The physical training involved in 
music learning and playing is fairly obvi- 
ous, and our practice includes repeating 
certain movements over and over until 
they become automatic and intuitive. 
This is why scales, arpeggios, and other 
exercises are so useful, the theory 
behind them being that your music 
flows more naturally when you can 


The first new recording in over 4 years 
from Larry Conger is now available. 


LARRY CONGER 


Yj, eg e.. 
Mi} Sean y 
NATIONAL MOUNTAIN DULCIMER 
CHAMPION 


PATTERNS AND PATCHWORK 
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negotiate your instrument more fluently 
and flexibly. 


y own music practice takes on a 
different dimension especially 
during those times when the 
news is full of Olympic-sized sto- 
ries of athletes who have been training 
and preparing for a lifetime to compete 
in a single event. Each piece I take on is 
a challenge, a new hurdle to jump, a 
new game with new strategies and 
moves I need to learn in order to play it 
well. One of my exercises includes “tar- 
get practice,” where I take a particularly 
difficult passage from a piece of music, 
and I have to bounce hammers back 
and forth from one note to the next, try- 
ing to do so elegantly and without mis- 
takes, while getting faster and faster (or, 
on a mountain dulcimer, to jump from 
one distant fret to another in the same 
manner) without changing the dynam- 
ics. Suddenly I’m Tiger Woods, training 


continues on the next page 


° 12 of Sue's best arrangements 
for 4-equidistant strings 
¢ Instruction for 3 string versions 
of the arrangements 
° Includes Heliotrope Bouquet, 
Oh Suzannah, Dixie, 
Hallelujah Hoedown 
¢ Tablature is "note for note" as 
recorded on the album 


HELIOTROPE BOUQUET CD -$15 Cass. - $10 


An elegant collection of mountain dulcimer instrumentals 


Book - $20 


More than a year's worth of step-by-step lessons in fingerpicking 
een ee 


DULCIMER STRAPS 


It includes classical, contemporary, spiritual, original and traditional tunes 
- 17 in all,including three medleys. All performed as solo arrangements. 


"tastefully done and masterfully played." - DPN 


Send $15 for CDs, Congergation Music 
$10 for cassettes PO. Box 131 
+ $1.00 for $ & H to: Paris, TN 38242 


http: / /members.aol.com/TNDulciman /index.html 


$12 (Ppd) 
Adjustable - Quick release buckle 
Black, rainbow, red, wine, blue, green, purple, brown 
Available from: Sue Carpenter 
2160 Hideaway Lane 
Quinlan, TX 75474 © 


S&H$2 
Add $1 for each add'l item 
TX residents add 8.25 % sales tax 
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my body to cooperate and to do exactly 
what I want it to do. I do this over and 
over (and over) and, as I listen to my 
sounds, I’m also paying attention to my 
entire body, including knowing on what 
my eyes are focused, what my hands are 
doing, and making sure I’m breathing. 
I’m always asking questions such as “Is 
this the best way to play this piece?” or 
“T wonder what would happen if I 
changed the tempo or used a different 
hammering pattern or strum?” 

Keeping in mind that music making 
is a physical activity, I try to stay aware 
of how I’m using my entire body so I 
can devote maximum energy and atten- 
tion to the music. As a hammered dul- 
cimer player, I prefer to stand when I 
play, since I feel that this gives me the 
greatest flexibility, accuracy, and free- 
dom of movement. I can move along 
with the music, and sort of dance with 
the dulcimer. I stay aware of how high 
my hammers are, how far away from the 
strings they get, and I try to eliminate 
any movements that don’t directly 


Dulcimer music online 
Download from our website today! 
e High quality graphic files 
in both tablature and 

music notation 


@ MP3 sound files 


e Our music is available at 
very modest prices. 


© Special offers include many 
files that are FREE ! 


e A variety of arrangements 
for beginners through 
to advanced. 


www.frettedmusic.com 


HANDCRAFTED, 
SOLID WOOD 
MOUNTAIN 
DULCIMERS 


BOOKS and TAPES 


WALNUT - CHERRY - CEDAR 
SITKA SPRUCE 

SATISFACTION OR MONEY BACK 
FREE BROCHURE - PICTURES 
SEND S.A.S.E. 


JOE SANGUINETTE 
301 Cliff Drive, Branson, Missouri 65616 
(417) 334-5388 


result in either better playing or greater 
accuracy. As a mountain dulcimer play- 
er, I make sure I’m in a firm chair at a 
good height, with my back straight and 
my hands held comfortably and natural- 
ly on the instrument. 


f dulcimer playing is akin to prac- 
ticing athletic sports, it’s not so on 
the physical level alone. An article 
in Newsweek (Sept. 25, 2000) enti- 
tled “Mind Games” discussed the fact 
that, “Among top athletes, the winning 
edge often comes as much from the 
brain as the body.” The article could 
well be as much about the making of 
music as competing in sports. For a 
musician and teacher, this is not news, 
but it is something that is not often cov- 
ered in music lessons. The article talks 
about a medal-winning javelin thrower 
who was unable to walk for a time, dur- 
ing which he systematically imagined 
himself throwing javelins in all of the 
world’s major arenas. He did this more 
than 1,000 times, and when he returned 


The music of ge 


Madeline = 
MacNeil @ 


ON LINE 


= Books 


@ Recordings 


B Music, videos 


@ Performance dates...and more! 


Order on line at 
www.madelinemacneil.com 


Safe and secure ordering with 
acco 


MasterCard - 


to competition after this experience, he 
made the best throws of his life. 

Which is not to say that we shouldn’t 
practice—hardly. Training your mind 
comes into play while you practice, and 
certainly while you perform. Tiger 
Woods keeps a mental image of the ball 
going into the hole, and archers visual- 
ize their arrows going into the bull’s 
eye. Visualization adds another dimen- 
sion to actual practice, apparently with 
quite positive results. At the same time, 
according to sports psychologist John 
Raglin, as your skill level rises, “there’s 
less for you to consciously attune to or 
think about,” the result of which is the 
forming of intuitive action, which, which 
makes for more fluent dulcimer playing. 

Something changes when we begin to 
learn a new skill such as playing dul- 
cimer. We redefine ourselves in many 
ways, our vocabulary changes, as do our 
listening habits, our ability to play the 
music we want to play, and also our 
expectations. We’ve all had the experi- 
ence of setting ourselves up for a bad 


R.T. AUDIO 


presents 
Rick Thum 


Instrumental 
Hammered Dulcimer Recordings 


A Reason to Dance 
Old-time string band style 
A live jam caught on tape! 

“Roll out the rug and 

start into dancing. This music is a 


good reason to do just that.” 
- Walt Michael 


HAMMERED 
FIDDLE TUNES 


Traditional American 
Fiddle Tunes featuring the [is 
Hammered Dulcimer 


Available on CD $15.00 Tape $10.00 
Shipping $2.00 
Rick Thum, 36 Villawood Ln, 
St. Louis, MO 63119 
314-968-1195 


email: rfium@rthum.com 


experience, and we help to make it a 
reality by visualizing a poor outcome. 
By reversing these negative images in 
our practicing and our performing, we 
can actually change the outcome, and 
the more we do it, the easier it gets. 


Canton, Ohio wonders about how 

to prepare for playing a short pro- 

gram when there’s no time for a 
“warm-up” piece, when you just have to 
jump in and begin playing something 
difficult without any real preparation, 
and how to deal with the pounding 
heart and the arms that feel like they’re 
no longer attached to your body. One 
thing I do in anticipation of performing 
is to mentally place myself in the venue 
in as realistic a manner as possible dur- 
ing practice sessions. I’ll try to see the 
room, the audience, imagine the people 
looking at and listening to me, bring up 
all the feelings that might arise, and 
then deal with them by conscious 
breathing and by using the exercises 


| ulcimer player Joanne Fox from N. 


I’ve written about in past issues of DPN. 
This helps me a great deal, and often 
gives me the sense that when I actually 
get to play the particular performance, 
it’s not for the first time since I’ve 
already done it in my mind. This is part 
of preparation, a sort of performance 
simulator that allows you to practice 
performing by combining actual playing 
with visualization. 

The previously mentioned article in 
Newsweek included a study that com- 
pared people who practiced a piano 
exercise with others who practiced it 
solely in their heads. Not only did the 
accuracy of both groups improve, the 
area of the brain involved in finger 
movement got bigger, too. Visualization 
does not replace actual practice, but it 
does seem to enhance it. I know that 
adding visualization to practice gives an 
added edge that enables one to learn 
more quickly, to get more from practic- 
ing, and to be more successful in musi- 
cal endeavors. 

One major difference between ath- 
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letic competition and music is that in 
music there is no real competition. 
However, many of us find it nearly 
impossible not to compare ourselves 
with others, to be always rating our- 
selves in terms of those around us. This 
is a tragic mistake (and an incredible 
waste of your time and energy), since 
you'll always be “better” than someone, 
and there will always be someone who is 
“better” than you. And what does “bet- 
ter” mean, anyway? More experienced? 
Greater flexibility? Faster hands? Who 
really cares? No one, actually. Your 
audience just wants to have a good time 
watching you having a good time. What 
you should expect from yourself is just 
that you do the best you can and enjoy 
yourself in the process. There’s no com- 
petition in music since everyone’s a win- 
ner. Please send comments, stories, and 
queries regarding performing to Steve 
Schneider, PO Box 34, Congers, NY 
10920, hdplayer@aol.com. Be well, and 
stay in tune. 
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TK O'Briewy Folk Instruments 


Mountain Dulcimers 
Hammered Dulcimers 
Lap Harps 

Bowed Psalteries 
Door Harps 

Dulcimer Stands 
Cases and more 


Call for a dealer nearest you. 
828-456-7502 
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Maureen Sellers, LLC ¥ 
presents 


bie 
Simply Gospel Three * 
A Mountain Dulcimer A 
Tablature Book- $10.00 
Simply Gospel One tr 
Simply Gospel Two 
$10.00 each 


ms 
wr 
My Teaching Book- $10.00 bad 
Companion tape- $10.00 CD- $12.00 * 
(The book | teach from at the universities.) ied 
Simply Remembered- $10.00 w 
Songs of the Civil War- $12.00 w& 
Fretboard Companion- $5.00 


te 
Chord Chart- $2.00 w 


Maureen, Stella & the boys- cassette only-$10.00 > 
Send $2.00 each for shipping & handling plus $1.00 for we 
each additional item. IN residents add 5% sales tax. te 


Maureen Sellers, LLC 


4708 Corydon Pike, New Albany, IN 47150 


i 
elcome. ~. E-Mail- MaureenSel@AOL.com 


tk 
* 
For workshops/performances(812)945-9094 Ww 
vw 
ka 


TK O’Brien’s Inc. 
PO Box 614 Lake Junaluska, NC 28745 
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www.tkobriens.com tkobriens@hotmail.com 


Please do not reprint or redistri 
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The Origin of the Hammered Dulcimer 
Finally Not Explained 


by Nicholas Blanton ¢ Shepherdstown, West Virginia 


here did the hammered dulcimer 
come from? Why is this so hard 
to answer? 

I have seen and heard many 
answers to the Origin Question. My 
favorite is the “origins of the dulcimer 
are lost in the mists of time,” as good 
scholars get a little foggy on the subject 
of dulcimer history. There are just not 
enough facts to command. Before 1700, 
there is no surviving music written just 
for the dulcimer. Dulcimers were not 
numerous enough to be drawn, painted, 
or talked about nearly as much as lutes, 
viols, harpsichords, and other instru- 
ments. Even when we know they were 
being played there are gaps in the 
record. With so many gaps, it has been 
easier to assume that dulcimers were in 
existence without any evidence to back 
up the assumption, and even easier 
because dulcimers resemble harps and 
psalteries, each being in essence a box 
with lots of strings. There were without 
question many varieties of harp and 
psaltery in the ancient and medieval 
world. This has tempted some scholars 
to assume that with so many harps and 
psalteries around, there just had to be 
dulcimers too, and evidence of them 
would turn up, well, pretty soon. 

They were wrong. With much wish- 
ful thinking and little evidence, those 
ever-handy mists of time can roll in to 
float scholars away from the facts. Here 
we'll examine the most common hope- 
ful, fun, and entertaining speculations 
about dulcimer origins, and then con- 
tinue on to the dull, meager, ultimately 
unsatisfying factual evidence. Let us 
proceed to the first false lead! 


The Assyrians 

It seems the Assyrians spent much of 
their time laying waste to their neigh- 
bors, then carving bas-reliefs to com- 
memorate it. One of these reliefs 
shown here, a stone frieze from about 
900 BC, features Ashurbanipal making 
libation to the gods, accompanied by 
musicians. Given the Assyrians’ “love 
of mayhem,” you’d think the musicians 
would think hard about their playing, 
and they do look serious. Some of them 
have harps slung from their shoulders 
so that the soundbox is horizontal, in 
front of them. With one arm they hold 
a baton up in the air; the other hand is 
placed on the strings, likely to damp 
them after striking with the baton. 
Holding the baton this way, and with 
the harp strings stretched out vertically 
and in front, it is obvious that they 
could play a good droning beat, good 


for ritual incantation or for marching, 
and perhaps by skillful damping with 
the fingers they could get some interest- 
ing rhythmic figures. But it would be 
impossible for them to play a melody. 
This instrument, now called a horizon- 
tal harp by Sibyl Marcuse and other 
musicologists, was being used as a 
string drum. 

Why isn’t a string drum a dulcimer? 
A good lawyer could likewise ask, why 
isn’t a piano still a dulcimer? To save 
legal expenses here I would suggest that 
a dulcimer can play a tune, and a string 
drum can, like other tuned drums, play 
only one note. Or perhaps a chord. This 
is a gray area; dulcimers are fancy 
string drums; string drums are very sim- 
ple dulcimers. But dulcimers can play 
tunes while string drums can’t. If this 
instrument can’t play a tune, we don’t 
have a dulcimer yet. 

(If you’re stubborn and think Iam 
stifling argument, a practical, demo- 
cratic, American way to resolve this 
would be to take an autoharp and a 
good-sized stick to a practical, demo- 
cratic, American dulcimer festival. 
Walk around beating the autoharp with 
the stick. Tell everyone it’s a hammered 
dulcimer. Count the musicians who 
believe it. If most do, it is. If most do 
not, it’s not. Let me know how it goes.) 


o return to the photograph; notice 
the little arm-like pillar sticking up 
in the air at the front of the instru- 
ment? This pillar is important. 
The strings obviously thread through 
this, tying at the very front of the instru- 
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ment, where there were knots for 
tuning. 

When the Assyrians were finally 
overthrown, circa 600 BC, their con- 
querors took home some of their bas- 
reliefs as booty, breaking them into 
pieces for easier handling. Either in 
breaking up the sculpture, or on the 
long walk home, some pieces went 
missing. On one of the sculptures was a 
horizontal harp player, like the one pic- 
tured here. A piece with the little arm- 
like pillar disappeared, and the 
sculpture was re-assembled without it. 
It was still missing when the English 
found the bas-relief and shipped it 
from Mesopotamia over to London in 
1851, where it now resides in the 
British Museum as #124802. Puzzled 
by the instrument with strings arcing 
apparently unsupported through the 
air, the archaeologist Austen Henry 
Layard said it resembled a santur, or 
Middle Eastern dulcimer, but was just 
sculpted in primitve perspective. This 
opinion was echoed by George Rawlin- 
son, and illustrated in 1861 in his book, 
The Five Great Monarchies of the 
Ancient Eastern World. 

This belief in an Assyrian dulcimer 
filtered down through various popular 
guides and publications, where it lodged 
for the next 76 years. Why it persisted 


so long is hard to say. Perhaps Victori- 
ans liked to trace the origins of the 
piano back to the Holy Land. Perhaps 
there was too little archaeological evi- 
dence to the contrary until the 20th cen- 
tury. 

In 1937 one of the most famous his- 
torians of musical instruments, Canon 
Francis Galpin, pointed out the obvi- 
ous: that the instrument, as drawn by 
Rawlinson, was impossible, that a piece 
of the sculpture was missing, that the 
instrument depicted was a horizontal 
harp, similar to harps seen in other bas- 
reliefs of the same period, and that it in 
no way resembled a dulcimer. 

That pretty much ended the matter, 
but decades of publication mentioning 
an Assyrian dulcimer had a lasting 
effect. As some of modern Iran was 
Assyrian stomping-ground, it is still 
commonly cited by Iranian aficionados 
of the santur as evidence they invented 
the dulcimer many centuries ago. But 
though a string drum could evolve into 
a dulcimer, (and quite possibly did) the 
beaten horizontal harp is not a dul- 
cimer ancestor. The horizontal harp 
does not gradually evolve into a dul- 
cimer the way the shawm gradually 
evolves into the oboe, the Model T into 
the Masarati, etc. It vanishes, around 
600 BC. 
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The King James Bible 

Daniel III:4 To you it is commanded, 
O people, nations and languages, That at 
what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, 
flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, dulcimer 
and all kinds of music, ye fall down and 
worship the golden image that Nebuchad- 
nezzar the king hath set up. 

The translators who produced the 
King James Bible in early 17th-century 
England ran into a problem that always 
afflicts translators of dead languages; 
how to translate unknown names, possi- 
bly of things which no longer exist? 
They knew that the keren, mashrokitha, 
cithara, sabbeka, pesanterin, and sym- 
phonia listed in Daniel III were musical 
instruments. But what kind? To answer 
this, undoubtedly they looked at the 
context, of how the instuments were 
used, or described. They might have 
known that the book of Daniel was writ- 
ten at around the time (200BC) the 
Greeks conquered that area of the Mid- 
dle East and certainly noticed Greek 
names among Hebrew ones. Probably 
they looked at Latin words that were 
similar, and looked to see how the Ara- 
maic (which supplanted Hebrew) had 
been earlier translated into Greek and 
Latin. And then, they put down their 


continues on the next page 
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best guess and went on. By this method 
they translated symphonia as dulcimer. 
The King James translators knew 
that symphonia is definitely borrowed 
from Greek. The word is a combination 
of “sym” (with), and “phon” (voice) — 
“voices together.” But although a dul- 
cimer has a lot of voices, it was a stretch 
to translate “dulcimer” from “sympho- 
nia,” and over the past few hundred 
years this indeed has been discarded as 
a possibility. Canon Galpin thought that 
symphonia meant something like it 
would today: a symphony orchestra. In 
other words, “when you hear the sound 
of cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, 
and the entire ensemble,” but this has 
not held up. Symphonia seems to have 
been one instrument, not a collective 
name for a band. For a while there 
seemed to be a slight difference of opin- 
ion as to whether symphonia was some 
kind of panpipes, or a version of the 
hydraulos (an early kind of pipe organ) 
or early bagpipes, all of which have 
more than one voice. The possibility of 


hydraulos has been dropped; there 
seems to be no use elsewhere of the 
term symphonia or hydraulos, and both 
are Greek words. Bagpipes were 
thought to be the most likely possibility 
until recently, when the mass of archae- 
logical evidence revealed no bagpipes at 
such an early date. The fact that at least 
one text spells the word as siphonia has 
lead to speculation that it could be 
related to siphon, which is Greek for 
reed, and there was at this time quite a 
lot of use in Greek culture of the dou- 
ble flute. This flute was made of two 
hollow reeds and played, judging from 
the puffed cheeks of the players shown 
on vases, very very loudly. There were 
also panpipes, of course, which have 
more than one voice, or reed. In any 
case, the general consensus now is that 
the siphonia or symphonia was some 
kind of panpipe or double-pipe, not a 
dulcimer. 

The King James scholars’ efforts at 
naming the other instruments in Daniel 
III have held up fairly well where the 


translating was straightforward. Keren, 
for example, was Hebrew for horn. 
Thus “cornet,” was based on the Latin 
for horn, cornus, since in 1600 the cor- 
net still looked like an animal horn. 
After centuries of Bible scholarship no 
one else has found a dulcimer hidden in 
other parts of the Old Testament. 
Pesantrin, translating as “psaltery,” was 
a good guess; both words have the 
Greek psallo (to strike) as their root, 
and “psaltery” is indeed still the current 
translation in many Bibles. The pesan- 
terin or psanterin continued to be, 
through the Middle Ages, the word for 
psaltery in the Greek-speaking areas of 
the middle east. It became associated 
with King David, and the name proba- 
bly was picked up and altered by the 
Turks or Arabs when they named the 
dulcimer the santur many hundreds of 
years later. 

Could this pesanterin be an early dul- 
cimer? After all, dulcimers are struck 
when they are played. Well, although it 
does mean “strike,” psallo was also used 
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Looking for a dulcimer that: 


-- Will give a lifetime of enjoyment. 


-- Will give you the freedom to develop your playing style. 


-- Has been entirely built by a craftsman. 


-- Has a life time guarantee. 


or a free, full color-brochure call 1-800-700-3790 or write 


Jeremy Seeger Dulcimers 


Tel: 802-767-3790 


Box 117, Hancock, VT 05748 


hosgoslin-stoney eno 
Makers and sellers of fine 


to describe playing other instruments psaltery looks like a dulcimer, being a musical instruments 
like the lyre and cithara, instruments box with strings stretched over the top. 

that were only strummed. (The German An unavoidable question, it seems. But 

word for strike, schlagen, is used also for this, we will have to move into the 

this way, to mean someone picking a Middle Ages, and talk about 

guitar). So it doesn’t mean this instru- physics. €3 

ment was hit with hammers. But, again, 

why can’t a psaltery be a dulcimer? The To be continued... 


Thanks to Dr. Donald Walter, and Boris Repschinski, SJ, for their help, 
and to Gillian Alcock, who provided the article by T.C. Mitchell on the Sen- 
nacherib bas-reliefs. 

The following were the most useful sources: 


Hebrew & English Lexicon, Brown, Driver & Briggs; Hendrickson, 1996 


Musical Instruments in the Old Testament, Sol Baruch Finesanger; 
Baltimore,1926 


Musical Instruments: A Comprehensive Dictionary, Sibyl Marcuse; 
Norton & Co., 1975 


The Music of the Sumerians, Francis W. Galpin; Cambridge University 
Press, 1937 

An Assyrian Stringed Instrument, T.C. Mitchell; British Museum? (No Date). We make: 

Folk harps 

Mountain dulcimers 

Mountain banjos 

Bodhrans 


We provide: 
Flutes 
Pennywhistles 
Bagpipes 
Hammered dulcimers 
Mandolin family 
Free reed instruments 
How-to-play books 


Susan | Kump and humor of an evening with Susan at 
the longest running coffeehouse in 
\ \NV \. al instrumental skill on guitar, 
Pa mountain dulcimer, banjo and 
. sparkling vocals. Her spontaneous 
\ ww wit complements the poignant moments, 
ie to a good belly-laugh. 


Live at Caffé Lena captures the warmth 
the country. Her award-winning 
a ( Alt Lena fretless banjo accompanies her 
taking the audience from a tear in the eye 
a Featuring... The Pack Rat Blues! 


Tune and songbooks 
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Additional Recordings from Susan Trump Music Contact us for a free catalog 


m Tree of Life A “feel good” album of songs which touch 
the heart, recall the past, and inspire the times ahead, 
Includes. ..Heartbeat and Old Lovers 

ee. 7 @ What the Hill People Say 

The “Masters Featuring... Blessed Quietness 


MASTERS OF THE 


‘ 46d Lewekonite Wate Mountain Dulcimer Hobgoblin-Stoney End Music 
( ompanion Book! @ Masters of the Mountain 34000 205" Ave, Red Wing, MN 55066 
Dulcimer, Vol. 1 A classic 
White for informat ion. collection showcasing nine- Phone: 1-651 -923-4709 


teen of the finest players in 
the country...solo and 
ensemble instrumentals. 


SusanTrump@aol.com 


Toll Free: 1-US-Stoneyen(d) 
1-877-866-3936 

Fax: 1-651-923-5333 

Web: _http:/www.stoneyend.com 

E-mail: stoney @stoneyend.com 


Susan Trump Music 
Box 313-D Write for Information on Workshops & Performances 
Newtonville, NY 12128 CDs $16.50/Cassettes $11.50 All titles (includes postage) 


HARPMAKING MADE 
SIMPLE - A timeless 
book about harpmaking. 
(92 pgs.) FULL-SIZE 
plans for all 3 harps. Easy 
to follow with almost 100 
photos. Using just a jig 
saw, router, and drill 
press, you can build a 
harp in 10-20 hrs. Mini- 
mal woodworking skills 
required. You can buy 
readily available lumber 
locally, we can supply 
strings, precision-geared 
tuners, and hardware. You can build the largest 36 
string harp for about $200 complete. Concert tone 
and superb design. If you like to work with wood, this 
is it, A fun and easy project. $25 + $3 S&H. JOHN 
KOVAC, HARPMAKER, 148 E. HIGH SPRUCE RD., 
FRONT ROYAL, VA 22630. Visa and MC accepted. 
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Computer Lyrics & Tunes 
8885 Trinity Avenue 

Baton Rouge, LA 70806-7935 

(225) 926-8581 CLT4DUL@aol.com 


River Song Music Shoppe eat 


m ry ry 
z Don Pedi Recordings 
7 North 2 Street The following titles now available on CD or Cassette 
Ripley, Ohio 45167 Riis. ne, 
| 937-392-9274 pone 1 Have 
| Hammered Dulcimer: Cloud 9, Masterworks, 9A. Fiddis Tunes’ on ‘Solo Dulcimer 
. Dusty Strings, Chris Foss, & Rick Thum. Aicaintan NV iacic 


/ Mountain Dulcimer: McSpadden, Hill Country, 
- Keith Young, Ray Chittum, & Blue Lion. 

' Harp: Triplett, Dusty Strings, & Stoney End. 
Autoharp: Oscar Schmidt & Keith Young. 

| Bouzouki & Cittern: W.A. Peterson. 

| Clawhammer Banjo: Deering, Chanterelle 

' Banjo Company, & Wunder Banjo Company. 
| Lots of Recordings, Instructional Books, Cases, 
Stands, Tuners, Hammers, Pennywhistles etc. 4 
WWW RIVERSONGMUSICSHOPPE.COM 


melbarb@bright.net 
TOLL FREE ORDER NUMBER 1-888-382-9274 
Free UPS ground shipping on orders over $200.00 


Tunes for dulcimer, including: 
Old-Time, Bluegrass, Scottish, 
Irish and New England 
Mountain Views 


Twenty popular festival tunes for 
dulcimer, with guitar backup. 


Saturday Night 
Dulcimer in a stringband. 
Beautiful and driving arrangements of American and Irish tunes. 


The Hog Went Through The Fence, Yoke And All 
Ok+Time tunes and two songs featuring Mountain Dulcimer ( geat Fidde / Dumer dues ) 
Cassettes: $10. ea. - Cd's: $15.ea. Add $2.50 Per Order for Shipping and handling 


Info / Order / Free Catalog / Booking / Retreats: 


Grapevine Productions 


5456 Grapevine Road, Marshall, NC 28753 (828) 689-9126 


Folk Notes Dulcimers — 
A Large Selection of Quality | 
Folk Instruments-Great Prices 
See Our Ad in The UnClassifieds! 


Dennis DenHartog Folk Notes Dulcimers 
Ph#: 219/484-9078 2329 Curdes Avenue 


www.folknotes.com Fort Wayne, IN 46805 | 


Sweet Sounds Duleimer House 


Hammer Dulcimers, Mountain Dulcimers, 
Pick-N-Sticks, Walkabout Dulcimers, 
Bodhrans, & Crystal Flutes 

Large Selection of Books, Tapes, CD's, Jewelry, 
Accessories, MD soft cases, single & double, 
of our own design, and much more. 


Barry & Linda Evans 


11129 Hwy 90 West 
Beaumont, Tx 77713 
phone 1-877-860-0848 
or 1-409-866-0848 


www.dulcimerhouse.com 
SSDulcHse@aol.com 


Variety, Innovation, Quality, & Value 
.+e--Since 1974 
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% 12 Solid Wood Models 6 Models 
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Folk Roots 


Appalachian Dulcimers ~%. 
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Psalteries, Harps, Instrument Kits, Hammer Dulcimer Stands, Books, 


Accessories, Recordings, Builders’ supplies, Bags/Cases, & more! 
g 


E-mail:info@folkcraft.com Browse our web-site: www.folkcraft.com 
P.O. Box 807, Winsted, CT 06098 Order Toll-Free: 800-433-3655 
Visit our Showroom: Corner High & Wheeler Sts., Winsted, Ct. 
Dealer inquiries invited. 


music folk 


Whistlepig 
APPALACHIAN 
MUSIC & ARTS 


http://whistlepig.com 


We are a marketplace, information 
center and gallery for Appalachian 
Artists, Craftsmen and Musicians. 


Music: Bluegrass * Folk * Celtic * Bands 
* Festivals * Music Links * Recording * 
Instruments * Instruction * Luthiers * Magazines 


Artisans: Ceramics * Wood * Sculpture * Glass 


* Metal * Crafts * Textiles * Muzzle Loaders 
* Craft Fairs * Paint and Pastel 


JOIN OUR WEB SITE: 
Market your music or craft! 
— No Computer Required — 
Businesses who supply the arts are welcome! 


Web Site Hosting & Design @ Catalog 
Order Systems @ Credit Card Transactions 
@ International Commerce 


For Information or a Free Brochure, 
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-742-7238 
or e-mail: webmaster @whistlepig.com 


8015 Big Bend St. Louis, MO 63119 
Toll Free: 1-800-892-2970 


musicfolk@primary.net 
www.musicfolk.com 


Mountain & Hammered Dulcimers 
Folk Harps, Flutes, Recorders & Whistles 


Blue Lion ¢ McSpadden e Folkcraft © Cripple Creek .e Crystal Springs 
Butch Sides e Olympia Dulcimer Co. ¢ Dusty Strings e Cloud Nine 
Master Works e R.L. Tack e James Jones e Songbird 


Grassroots e Triplett e Mid-East 


Cuitars- Banjos: Violins « Mandolins « Autoharps 
Bowed Psalterys Books - Tapes: CDs: Videos» Accessories 


Call us for a free copy of our catalog. 
We also make custom cordura cases for hammered dulcimers! 
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HOW to Practice a Finger-Picking Piece 


by Paul Furnas ¢ Davis, California 


The extremely beautiful English folk tune, Barb’ra Allen, 
is slightly challenging to play, but you will be rewarded for 
your efforts! Two tricks will help you to master this piece. 


TRICK #1 

Use the recommended left-hand fingerings! Generally I 
find it most convenient and comfortable to use the longer fin- 
gers when reaching for a fret on the farthest (i.e., bass) string, 
and the shorter fingers (i.e., the little finger and the thumb) 
when reaching for a fret on the nearest (i.e., treble) string. In 
the rare cases where a fingering is not marked, it means 
either that the appropriate finger is already on that fret (for a 
previous note) or else that there are at least two equally suit- 
able fingers, and you can experiment to find the one that you 
personally prefer. 

Some of the fingerings may feel rather unusual at first, but 
they have been carefully worked out to help your left hand 


STEP UP FROM THE ORDINARY 


BeautiFuL APPALACHIAN HARDWOODS 


EXCEPTIONAL CRAFTSMANSHIP 


CLEAR MELLOW TONE 


Low ACTION 


EAsy TO PLAY 


Now witH 
PEARL AND 
ABALONE 
DECORATION 


3815 Kendale Road, Annandale, VA 22003 
Telephone: 703-941-1071 e-mail Kyoung44@aolcom 


reach all of its frets as easily and efficiently as possible. The 
most unexpected fingerings occur when a particular finger 
was just employed on a previous note or where it will imme- 
diately be needed for a subsequent note. You'll just have to 
trust me on this—I spent a lot of time experimenting with 
many different permutations! 


TRICK #2 

Learn the piece in short four- or five-note fragments, 
beginning at the end(!) of the piece and gradually working 
backwards. 

The way many people learn a new piece is to begin at the 
beginning and then play until they make a mistake, at which 
point they go back to the beginning and start over again. The 
result is that they learn to play the beginning extremely well, 
but they get more and more shaky as they progress through 
the piece, and sometimes they give up entirely before they’ve 
learned the whole piece. I recommend a different approach 
in general, and particularly for this piece. 

Practice the last five notes of “Barb’ra Allen” (see Example 
Z) until your hands are familiar and comfortable with them. 
Then practice the previous four notes plus the first note of 
Example Z (see Example Y) until your hands are familiar and 
comfortable with that fragment. Then practice both of these 
fragments together (see Example Y-Z) until your hands are 
familiar and comfortable with that larger fragment. 

Next, practice the previous three notes plus the first note 
of Example Y (see Example X) until your hands are com- 
fortable with that short fragment. Now, connect that 
fragment to what you’ve already learned, and practice all 
three fragments together (see Example X-Y-Z). Proceed 
with Example W and Example W-X-Y-Z, and then with 
Example V and Example V-W-X-Y-Z. Continue in a similar 
manner until you’ve worked your way back to the beginning 
of the piece. 

After you’ve learned each new short fragment, you play 
from that new fragment through to the end of the piece. 
There are two psychological benefits to this approach: (1) As 
soon as you’ve played your “new” fragment, you immediately 
find yourself playing music that you have already learned, 
and (2) you always reach the end of the piece and thereby 
experience a sense of successful completion. 

Theoretically, if you learned only one four- or five-note 
fragment per day, it would take less than two weeks to master 
this piece. Unfortunately, it usually takes your fingers some- 
what longer to learn a new task well enough to do it “by 
themselves.” However, even if you spend an entire week on 
each fragment, you can still learn the entire piece before the 
next issue of Dulcimer Players News arrives in the mail! 
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Barb’ra Allen 


Arranged by Paul Furnas 


Tablature and arrangement © 2001 Paul Furnas 


Left-Hand Fingering Symbols Recommended Right-Hand Fingering 


= Slide Bass string plucked by RING finger 

= hammer-on Middle string plucked by MIDDLE finger = 
cv =pull-off Treble string plucked by INDEX finger 

= Choice of any of the above Touch side of fretboard with THUMB 
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Moons and Tunes 2000 


by Bonnie Carol ¢ Nederland, Colorado 


‘§ of doors—that is a universal fact of which we’ve been 
aware since childhood. And the strains of “Danny Boy” 
are just that much more beautiful when rendered by 
sunset’s glow with a river accompaniment. This fact was 
amply demonstrated by several dozen musicians who camped 
along and ran two of the West’s most famous desert rivers in 
canoes, inflatable kayaks and rafts in the summer of 2000. 

In the early part of August, a group from diverse corners 
of the world, Wales, England, Belgium, the Congo, Montana 
and Colorado, spent five days traveling eighty miles of the 
Green River in Utah. They came with flute, saxophone, pen- 
nywhistle, recorder, guitars, and dulcimers of all descriptions. 
There was one evening of performances, and for this presen- 
tation, the audience and river guides dressed appropriately to 
go for a fancy dinner and to the opera. And a fancy dinner it 
was—baked salmon and asparagus in hollandaise sauce! The 


] he Dutch oven salmon enchiladas taste better in the out 


next evening’s entertainment featured a play written by two 
thirteen-year-old participants. It loosely followed the story of 
two famous early inhabitants of the Green River country, 
Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. 

The inflatable kayaks were the craft of choice for most of 
the river rats after five days together on the river, but there 
were also one paddle raft and three oar rafts, which carried 
gear, musical instruments, and a few passengers as well. 


San Diego brought guitars, flutes, pennywhistles and 

recorders, and again, dulcimers of all descriptions 

through Ruby and Horsethief Canyons of the Colorado 
River. The music ranged from all the traditional American 
and British Isles music with which the dulcimer world is so 
familiar to a performance of a piece from Phantom of the 
Opera. During the day we canoed, rafted, hiked and explored 
the many side canyons along the route, and in the evening we 


] he following week another group from Connecticut to 


played music. Toward the end of the four-day trip there was a 
Mardi Gras costume party with beads brought by Renie 
LaFortune of New Orleans. There were characters from fairy 
princess to creatures from the black lagoon: whatever one 
could create from the contents of a dry bag and the treasures 
to be found on the riverbank. For the party, the guides/cooks 
made a birthday cake to welcome dulcimer elder, Bill Niel- 
son, to his 70th year. What a place to become a septuagenari- 
an! 

The trip ended with a concert in a sandstone amphitheater 
with acoustics any auditorium administrator would covet. 
People shared songs and pieces, a few poems, a clapping jam 
with the echo the amphitheater provided, and a soaring Irish 
aire on the pennywhistle. Many of us were brought to tears, 
including me! 

In May of 2001, we will run the archaeologically rich San 
Jaun River in the Four Corners region of Utah, and in June 
we will run Labyrinth Canyon on the Green River in Utah, 
just north of Canyonlands National Park. The San Juan run 
will include many visits to Native American Anasazi ruins 
and artwork. I myself ran Labyrinth Canyon many years ago 
and found the hiking along the river to be spectacular. 

We invite anyone from age ten to a hundred to join 
us—and bring your instruments! @ 


Taylor (Made ‘Dulcimers 


Mountain Dulcimers meticulously handcrafted by Bill Taylor. 
* 3 basic models * Custom orders gladly accepted * 
* Cassettes, books and accessories * Send SASE for brochure * 


Bonnie Carol 
15 Sherwood Road, Nederland, CO 80466 


TAYLOR MADE DULCIMERS 
790 McMahan Hollow Rd. 303-258-7. 763 
Pigeon Forge, TN 37863 Bonnie@BonnieCarol.com 
? 471 www.BonnieCarol.com 


(865) 428-8960 
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If It’s Unusual and Musical, We 
Probably Have It! 


Consider our highest quality 
stands, handcrafted locally, for 
both display and performance 
needs. Hammered dulcimer 
stands are filly adjustable to fit 
the individual player both in 
height and angle. Mountain dul- 
cimer stands are adjustable to fit most mountain 
dulcimers. Both available in walnut, cherry, or 
maple. Call today to order yours! 


Winter 2001 = 47 


Featuring Great Names In: 


MOUNTAIN DULCIMERS 
HAMMERED DULCIMERS 
FOLK HARPS 
AUTOHARPS 
HARMONICAS 

PLAYER PIANOS 
TONGUE DRUMS 
STUMPF FIDDLES 
WINDCHIMES 

TAPES & CD'S 


Web site: www.simplesounds.com E-mail: simpsnd@shipshenet.com Phone: 1-888-MTDULC-2 (888-683-8522) 
Simple Sounds P. O. Box 837 Shipshewana, IN 46565 


Stop in and see us! We're in the Davis Mercantile, 


downtown Shipshewana, in the heart of Amish Country! 


2 New Recordings! 


C Become a 


\) Music Practitioner 

7 The Music for Healing 
& Transition Program 

A National Educational Certification program for 

Musicians, Music Students and Vocalists. MHTP 


is a course of study which includes medical and 
music subjects taught by professionals. A full 
curriculum of classes is offered leading to 
certification as a Music Practioner. 


Steve Eulberg 
2nd Place 1998 National Dulcimer Contest 
1999 National Hammered Dulcimer Finalist 
SSS La ST | 
Dubcumer-Friendiy 


Mountain Duicimer Ensembles play 
Advent Hymns backed by Hammered 
Dulcimer, Bowed Psaltery, Guitar, 
Recorders & Guitar. Tunes trom Vol I: 
the season of Advent 
OMM CO992 $15 
OMM CS996(Cassatte) $10 + S&H 


a 
Courses are being offered in many areas of the 
country, including: 
San Jose CA TampaFl DenverCO NY State 
Seattle WA = Charlottesville VA Phoenix AZ 
2 op — crn 
For a comprehensive brochure outlining the course 
and a current schedule of classes and locations, 
please write to: 

The Music for Healing & Transition Program 
22 West End Road, Hillsdale, New York 12529 
Email: mhtp@bcn.net 
Website: http://www.mhtp.org 


“...hauntingly beautiful...” 
—Larry Conger, 1998 National Mountain 
Dulcimer Champion 


Evening Prayer Service sice a: 

Mountain Dulcimer ensemble, Hammered Dulcimer, 

Recorder, Guitar & vocals. Side B; Dulcimers & 

Lead vocal only. OMM CS99-05 Cassette Only $10 & S&H 

The Dulcimer-Friendly Worship Series 

~ Vol. I Advent Boot. + tusings 

Wed Vol. I Evening Prayer soo. tie AA sing 

Abed For information call 

(970)472-1352 

Ow|MntnSbe@aol.com 

www.owlmninmusic.com 


Owl Mountain Music 
1O1SM S. Taft Hill Rd #144-DPNA 
Ft. Collms, CO 80521 


Dealer Inquines Invited 


The WORLD’S PREMIER 
ACOUSTIC MUSIC STORE 
is at your fingertips! 
We have DULCIMERS — 
plus thousands of other 
new, used and vintage 
INSTRUMENTS, an 
unbelievable selection 
of ACCESSORIES, 
mountains of COMPACT 
DISCS , and a wealth 
of BOOKS & VIDEOS. 
Fast, friendly 
service, too — 
anywhere in 
the world! 


Our soft cases are: 
+ Insulated 

+ Weathertight 

« Well padded 

« Easy to carry 

« Beautiful 


free brochure, price list, and color samples, 


Colorado Case Company | 

406 Garfield, Fort Collins, CO 80524 

(800) 340-0809 Fax (970) 221-5403 
http://ColoradoCase.com 
Sales@ColoradoCase.com 


Mountain 


DULCIMER 
Making for fun & profit 


One hour twenty minute VHS color video 
shows all the steps in making a beautiful 


Greibhaus 
Instruments 


Quality - Handcrafted 
Harps - Dulcimers - Psaltries 


15010 Woodland Trail Drive 
Auburn, Illinois 62615 
217 / 438 - 4044 


hourglass style Mt. dulcimer, including 
the mould, bending sides, laying out 
fretboards, inlaying pearl, finishing, etc. 
Includes plans and sources of materials. 


95 plus $2. 
$39 shipping (U.S.A.) 
Burl F. Updyke 
RR#3, Hunlock Creek, PA 18621 


http://wworks.com/~BurlU 


yr redistribute without permission. C 


INSTRUMENTS 


1100 N. Washington 
PO Box 14210-DPN 
Lansing, MI 48901 


(517) 372-7890 
Fax (517) 372-5155 


Visit us on the web at www.elderly.com 
Now with online ordering! 


What's New 


by Neal Walters 


His Amazing Grace ¢ Michael Shull, 412 
Ermine Rd, West Columbia, SC 29170, 
803-796-2559, mshulll @aol.com (CD/ 
Cassette). ¢ As promised last issue, 
Michael Shull has released his third 
album of dulcimer arrangements of 
familiar hymns and songs of praise. 
Michael plays standard and baritone 
mountain dulcimers and hammered 
dulcimer and is assisted by Dennis 
Steele on guitar, bass, and high string 
guitar; Karen Lyle on harp and fiddle; 
Joel Shull on bass, strings and key- 
board; and Dan Williams on guitar. The 
arrangements are lush and Michael’s 
playing is as beautiful and soothing as 
the hymns themselves. Includes Amaz- 
ing Grace, Pass Me Not, It Is Well with 
My Soul, Whispering Hope, Farther 
Along, Great Is Thy Faithfulness, and 
six more. 


Seasons of Life ° Family Tree Dulcimer 
Band, Don Ross, 50 Whispering Pines, 
Springboro, OH 45066. ross.don@ 
worldnet.att.net (CD/Cassette). ¢ The 
Family Tree Dulcimer Band consists of 
a whole bunch of nice folks (I stopped 
counting at 40) who live in and around 
Springboro, Ohio, and who are active in 
the local dulcimer club. This is their 
second recording and the instrumenta- 
tion includes mountain dulcimer, guitar, 
harmonica, autoharp, bass, flute, piano, 
bodhran, banjo-mer, hammered dul- 
cimer, pennywhistle, mandolin, train 
whistle, bells, tambourine, and spoons. 
Of course they sing too. The Springboro 
club is very active in support of their 
community and this recording was par- 
tially underwritten by the Springboro 
Area Historical Society. There are 16 
thoughtful arrangements on the CD 
ranging from originals— Waltz Out of 
My Life—to fiddle tunes—Black 
Mountain Rag, Sugar Hill, Ragtime 
Annie —to traditional ballads—The 
Water Is Wide, Un Canadian Errant, 
and Dona Nobis. 


Kindred Spirits Walk the Labyrinth e 
Kindred Spirits, 528 Bellview Ave, 
Winchester, VA 22601, 540-667-1933. 
scochran@visuallink.com (CD/Cas- 
sette). ° Kindred Spirits is Geoff Byrd 
on guitar, pennywhistle, trumpet, and 
African drum; Dierdre Cochran on 
hammered dulcimer and drum; and 
Sally Seabright on violin, mandolin, 
cello, and pennywhistle. They’ve been 
together since 1998 and their music is a 
blend of Celtic, classical and traditional 
American tunes that they describe as 
“chamber folk music.” The album’s con- 
cept stems from a performance the trio 
did for a Labyrinth Society gathering 
called “Labyrinths for Peace: 2000” in 
Washington, DC in which they played 
music to accompany people walking a 
labyrinth. The result is a meditative col- 
lection designed to be energetic, spiritu- 
al and healing. Tunes include Lovely 
Love, Rondeau, Caro Mio Ben, In the 
Bleak Midwinter, Bourree, Fanny Poer 
and nine more. 


Making Faces @ Rick Scott, Jester 
Records, Box 923-#101 1001 W. 
Broadway, Vancouver, BC V6H4E4, 
604-739-0936 (FAX). rickscot@ 
smartt.com, www.rick-scott.com 
(CD/Cassette). ¢ Rick Scott is a very 
funny and extremely talented singer and 
songwriter from Canada who also hap- 
pens to play the dulcimer as his primary 
instrument. This is Rick’s fourth album 
and is a very entertaining album of fam- 
ily-oriented songs that will appeal to the 
inner child in everyone. Rick plays stan- 
dard, alto and/or bass dulcimer 
throughout, adding occasional trom- 
bone, dulci-banjo, and electric dul- 
cimer. He receives stellar support from 
a talented ensemble of backup musi- 
cians playing a multitude of brass, reed, 
and stringed instruments. The whimsi- 
cal artwork adds considerably to the 
album’s appeal. Songs include Making 
Faces, I Speak Duck, Get Well Card, 
Kitty Cow, Do-Overs and several more. 


Hard Times—Songs of the Civil War 
Bittersweet and Briars, Carolyn Moses, 
2510 Newman Road, West Lafayette, 
IN 47906, 765-743-5707 (CD/Cassette). 
° Bittersweet and Briars is a talented 
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group from Indiana consisting of Sherri 
Mrozowski on vocals and guitar; Julie 
Hughes on whistle, mandolin, bodhran 
and mountain dulcimer; Roger Wright 
on vocals, guitar and fiddle; Carolyn 
Moses on vocals and hammered dul- 
cimer; and David Moses on vocals and 
percussion. Robert Freeman guests on 
banjo and fiddle. The band has been 
together since 1992 and features tradi- 
tional American and Celtic music. The 
group has long been drawn to the songs 
of the Civil War, many of which convey 
very strong emotions. Unlike other 
groups with similar interests, several 
members of the group are directly 
descended from combatants in the war, 
giving this recording special meaning. 
Songs include Dixie, Bright Sunny 
South, Jenny Lind Polka/Lakes of Sligo, 
Tenting Tonight, Aura Lea, Come Dear- 
est the Daylight Is Gone and twelve 
others. 


Bridge of Flowers ® Bonnie Leigh, May- 
wind Records, PO Box 4160, Brick, NJ 
08723, bonnie@bonnieleigh.com, 
www.bonnieleigh.com (CD/Cassette). ¢ 
Bonnie’s newest release is a set of 
almost all-original material focusing on 
“homespun songs of life, love and fami- 
ly.” Bonnie sings and plays guitar, banjo 
and mountain dulcimer. She gets help 
from Doofus (John/Heidi Cerrigione 
and Neal/Coleen Walters) on vocals, 
guitar, banjo, mountain dulcimer, bass, 
hammered dulcimer, steel guitar, con- 
certina and mandolin. Tom White puts 
down his headsets long enough to add 
fiddle and dobro. Bonnie is very active 
in presenting historical programs and 
classes and many of the songs have a 
historical perspective. Others are very 
personal and range from the title tune 
about a town coming together to pre- 
serve an old trolley bridge to heartfelt 
ballads of shopping, quilt-making, and 
true love. Includes Grandpa Loves 
Grandma, Dandelion Wine, The Lonely 
Soldier, Tails in the Woods, Out Behind 
the Barn, In the Cabin, My Family 
Quilt, and A Mountain Waltz. 


continues on the next page 


§0 = Dulcimer Players News 


The Dancing of Time ¢ Joe Collins/Mike 
McGee, 1010 Castlewood Dr, Shelby, 
NC 28150, 704-484-8414, jcollins@ 
shelby.net (CD/Cassette). © Joe Collins 
plays mountain dulcimer and Mike 
McGee plays guitar on a very nice 
debut recording of mountain dulcimer 
and guitar instrumentals. Paige Timer 
helps out on flute, Carol Berry on vio- 
lin, and Brink Isaacs on guitar. The pro- 
gram includes equal parts of traditional 
Celtic tunes, traditional hymns and 
Collins/McGee original pieces including 
McGee’s title tune which celebrates the 
“ebb and flow of life and the care of 
God in governing it.” The sixteen selec- 
tions also include Nearer My God to 
Thee, Gone Fishin’, The River Wide, 
Will You Go Lassie Go, Merrily Kissed 
the Quaker, and Aldia’s Waltz. 


Shaker's Fancy ¢ Steven K. Smith, 

429 Park Ave, Newark, OH 43055. 
sksmith@infinet.com, www.sksmith 
music.com (Book). ® Steven has just 
released a TAB book that contains 
notation for most of the tunes on his 
Shaker’s Fancy CD. Like the recording, 
this is not really a book of Shaker tunes 
but, instead, takes its name from the 
elegant, functional simplicity of Shaker- 
style furniture. The basic melodies are 
simple but lend themselves to variation 
and ornamentation. Several pieces on 
the recording were done as a free 
improvisation and it wasn’t practical to 
notate them so Steve has added three 
additional tunes to the TAB book to 
make up for that. There are a total of 
seventeen tunes in all including Shak- 
er’s Fancy, As Quick as You Please, 
Ode of O’Carolan, Winter’s Lament, 
and Mrs. Cole. 


Dulcimer-Friendly Evening Prayer Vol Il « 
Steve Eulberg, 1015-M S. Taft Hill Rd, 
#144, Fort Collins, CO 80521, 970-472- 


1352. owlmntnsbe@aol.com, 
www.owlmntnmusic.com (Book/CD). * 
Similarly, Steven Eulberg has now 
released a new studio recording to 
accompany his book, Dulcimer-Friendly 
Evening Prayer. The new CD replaces 
the earlier “low budget” recordings and 
now includes the voices of Connie Win- 
ter-Eulberg and Kaitlin Eulberg. The 


new recording also adds hammered dul- 
cimer, guitar, recorder and percussion 
to the original recording mix. The 
recording itself has the service included 
twice: the first time with everything, the 
second with dulcimers and the leader’s 
voice only for use in congregations or 
retreat settings where either a dulcimer 
or a leader familiar with the service is in 
short supply. The companion booklet 
provides dulcimer settings for the ser- 
vice’s hymn tunes and psalms. 


Beginnings * Steven Eulberg and The 
Rainbow Chorus, 3307 S. College Ave, 
PMB 7101, Fort Collins, CO 80525, 
970-495-3434. www.rainbowchorus.org 
(CD/Cassette) © Steven also has 
released a new recording that features 
seven selections from a work he was 
commissioned to write for The Rainbow 
Chorus of Fort Collins, Colorado. The 
commission expressed a desire for a 
work featuring a wide range of styles 
and instruments and focusing on the 
themes of peace, freedom, rebirth and 
inclusiveness. The completed work was 
debuted at the Lincoln Center in Fort 
Collins in April 2000. The album itself 
was recorded at the Dome of the Emis- 
saries, a geodesic structure in the 
foothills outside of Fort Collins. The 
balance of the recording consists of 
other pieces from the April concert and 
some from Steve’s previous live con- 
certs. Includes Snowbow at Sky, Begin- 
nings, I Celebrate Life, How Do We 
Get There from Here, Hear the Voice, 
Rock on Rock and Set Your Back to the 
Setting Sun. 


Against the Moon ¢ Anne Dodson, Beech 
Hill Music, PO Box 14, Camden, ME 
04843, 207-236-9576. beechhil@mid- 
coasst.com, www.midcoast.com/ 
~beechhil (CD/Cassette). © Maine’s 
Anne Dodson has a marvelous new 
album featuring lots of great singing 
and some wonderful new songs ranging 
from a lament for the death of a friend 
to the story of a relationship ruined by a 
game of Monopoly. Anne plays her new 
Blue Lion bass dulcimer on two original 
tunes and features the mountain dul- 
cimer on a couple of others. This is 
Anne’s fifth solo effort and, with back- 


up singers and musicians like Cindy 
Kallet, Gordon Bok, Abby Newton, 
Matt Szostak, Harvey Reid and Eng- 
land’s Anne Lister to name but a few, 
you will find a lot to like even if it’s not 
as dulcimer-centric as many readers 
would prefer. Includes Why Do You 
Worry, The Locket, Life Comes In, The 
Fiddler’s Ear, Unity, Waiting, Rose- 
marie, Wait ‘Till the Clouds Roll By. 


Dream Castle e Guy George, Simple 
Sounds Music, 9704 Knightsbridge 
Lane, Concord, OH 44060, 440-639- 
0383. hdggeorge@aol.com (CD/Cas- 
sette). © Guy George has a winner in his 
new CD, Dream Castle. It features Guy 
on hammered dulcimer, soprano sax, 
flute and percussion with help from 
Sharrie George, Seth Austen and Larry 
John Martin on guitar. Steve Schneider 
plays hammered dulcimer on one cut. 
Guy plays two Bach favorites, the 
Pachelbel Canon in D, a Carolan tune, 
a Welsh hornpipe, and two contem- 
porary pieces from Hal Hopson and 
Steve Schneider in addition to one of 
his originals. Overall, this is a very nice 
recording with one flaw— it is just over 
twenty-six minutes in length. 


Handful of Songs ¢ Doofus, c/o Neal 
Walters, 12228 Hollowell Church Road, 
Greencastle, PA 17225, 717-593-0962. 
doofus@doofusmusic.com, http://doo- 
fusmusic.com (CD/Cassette). © Doofus 
announces the release of its second 
recording of traditional and sentimental 
music. John and Heidi Cerrigione, along 
with my wife, Coleen and me, call our- 
selves Doofus and, if you’ve met us, you 
don’t have to ask why. John plays guitar, 
banjo and bass; Heidi plays mountain 
and hammered dulcimer, autoharp, and 
banjo-mer; Coleen plays bass; and I play 
guitar, banjo, mandolin, mountain dul- 
cimer, and National Steel guitar. We all 
sing our little hearts out. As my good 
friend, Steve Schneider has been known 
to say, “if you like music, this is like 
music.” The new release contains seven- 
teen cuts including Bye and Bye, Cheat 
River, Simply Fly, Fine as Fine Can Be, 
Friend for Life, Who Will Sing for Me, 
Loch Tay Boat Song and Sweet Dreams, 
in addition to the title cut. 
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HANDCRAFTED 


HAMPTON, TN 37658 
423-725-3191 


Call or write for free brochure 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpbn@dpnews.com. 


SINCE 1980 
BY JIM MILLER 


2-Time Finalist; Mountain Dulcimer National Champi- 
onship. Heard on Bible Broadcasting Network 


NOW AVAILABLE! 


This newest instru- 
mental recording of 
hymns on mountain 
dulcimer includes 
Amazing Grace, It Is 
Well, Whispering 
Hope, and Down At 
the Cross. 


Dulecmer 
Pracse 


is a reflective and 


inspirational hymns. 
This is a recording 
you'll listen to over 
and over again. 


takes you on a musi- 
cal journey through 
some of the old-time 
favorites of the 
church. You'll enjoy 
this blend of toe-tap- F dia! 


ping and melodic PE tg Ny Be 
songs of inspiration. [eeiablsesiAeaet tiated 


You requested it, and 
here it is: Michael’s 
first tab book of 24 

| songs you've come 
SJ to know and love. 

| Written at Novice to 
Intermediate level in 
easy-to-read D A D. 


Cassette $10, CD $15 
Tab Book, $12 
plus $1.50 P&H each. Check or M.O. 


To order, or for booking info: 


1-803-796-2559 


(mshull1 @aol.com) 
Or write: 412 Ermine Road 
W. Columbia, SC 29170 
Dealer inquiries welcome 
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Unclassified ads are 45¢ per word, 
payable in advance. There is a 20% 
discount for pre-paid (4 issues) 
unclassified ads running unchanged 
in 4 or more consecutive issues. 


Chinese Hog Bristte Dusters: Over 
4" static free bristles set in a hand 
turned hardwood handle. Ideal 
for hammered dulcimers and 
other stringed instruments, com- 
puter keyboards, and any delicate 
items. Comes with storage tube. 
$15 plus $1 shipping. Special 6 for 
$75 with free shipping. Cliff’s Cus- 
tom Crafts, 43 York St., Bay City, 
MI 48708. 517-892-4672. 


For Sale: Two magnificent dul- 
cimers from outstanding makers: 
Blanton Forte, tuning wrench, and 
extra strings. 17/15/6, two years 
old, dark-stained redwood top. 
Beautiful, rich sound with medi- 
um sustain. Cost $2350; you can 
have this top-of-the-line for $2250 
with no wait for possession! 
Augusta Grand by Sam Rizzetta 
with soft case. 16/15 chromatic, 
natural redwood top, lovely 
sound. A rare dulcimer made by 
Sam in 1985 with hand-carved 
maple leaf. Incredible sweet 
sound. Don’t miss this for $1300. 
Deirdre Cochran, 540-869-2589, 
scochran@visuallink.com. 


Finely Designed Hand-Crafted Folk 
Toys. Limber Jack, Dog, Pony, 
Bear, Frog, Rooster, Lamb, Uni- 
corn and Dinosaur. $14.95 each 
includes shipping. Jean’s Dul- 
cimer Shop, P.O. Box 8, Cosby, 
TN 37722. 


New Album: Pass’d Times; Popular 
Music Of The Revolutionary Era. 
50 tunes, all the music in the new 
Kitchen Musician #16, CD only, 
with Sara and Maynard Johnson 
and The Rogues’ Consort, ham- 
mer dulcimer, citterns, guitar, fid- 
dles, kit, harp, recorders, etc. 
$15.00. Kitchen Musician Books: 
#16 Further Collection of Dances, 
Marches, Minuets and Duets, Later 
18th Century, 20 pages, 50 tunes, 
from 18th century personal copy- 
books. Dance, Irish, Scottish, Car- 
olan tunes, many still popular 
today, $8.00. #15 Music of the 
Ohio River Frontier 1788-1 825, 16 
pages, 39 tunes, interesting histor- 
ical tidbits, $5.00. #14 Songs, Airs 


Unclassifieds 


Playford, Baroque recorder 
pieces, etc. 20 pages, 36 tunes, 
many with parts for other instru- 
ments $8.00. For Singers: #17 
New Voice of Psalmody, a hymnal 
of SATB hymns sung by English 
colonists in 18th century America, 
27 hymns, $12.00. Learning series: 
Square One #1 Hammer Dulcimer 
for Absolute Beginners, 16 page 
method book at very basic level. 
Simple exercises for hammer con- 
trol, pattern playing, octave pat- 
terns, duplicate notes, $5.00. 
Square One #2 Exercises for Ham- 
mer Dulcimer (Playing Patterns). 
Exercises to develop visual skills, 
muscle memory, strengthen weak 
hand, $5.00. Shipping $1.00 one 
item, 40 cents each additional. 
Sara Johnson, 449 Hidden Valley 
Lane, Cincinnati, OH 45215. 513- 
761-7585. E-mail: kitchiegal@ 
aol.com. 


Folk Notes Dulcimers, 2329 Curdes 
Ave., Fort Wayne, IN 46805. We 
carry Hudson, Songbird, and 
Dusty Strings hammered dul- 
cimers. A great selection of quali- 
ty mountain dulcimers: 
McSpadden, Simerman, Folkcraft, 
Jeff Gaynor, North Country, Chit- 
tum, Black Rose, Folkroots, Lyttle 
Folk, and Folk Notes. Also, folk 
harps, Native American flutes, 
bodhrans, tinwhistles, Irish flutes, 
folk & mountain banjos, auto- 
harps, psalteries, and more. 
Mountain dulcimer and autoharp 
lessons, teachers available for 
hammered dulcimer and harp. 
Open Monday - Friday & Satur- 
day AM. Please call to avoid con- 
flicts with scheduled lessons. We 
ship worldwide. 219-484-9078. 
www.folknotes.com. 


Carolan’s Dulcimer. Twenty-one 
lesser-known tunes by Turlough 
O’Carolan arranged for 
Appalachian dulcimer. Music and 
tab, plus historical background 
and performance hints. The 
arrangements feature tunes not 
found in other collections. Tunes 
include “Carolan’s Farewell to 
Music,” “Loftus Jones,” “Lady 
Athenry,” “Lament for Charles 
MacCabe,” “Ode to Whiskey,” 
and “Bumper Squire Jones.” $15 
ppd. Bill Collins, 114 North 
Hunter Forge Road, Newark DE 


19713. 


Hammered Dufcimer Book w/CD, 
Video. For beginning to intermedi- 
ate hammered dulcimer players. 
‘Twenty-five tunes and arrange- 
ments. Also, book w/CD, video 
for mountain dulcimer. Mel bay 
Publications by Madeline Mac- 
Neil. Book w/CD: $20.00. Video: 
$30.00. Shipping: $2.50 first item, 
$.50 each additional item. Roots 
& Branches Music, PO Box 2164, 
Winchester, VA 22604. 
540-678-1305. Order online: 
www.madelinemacneil.com. 
Visa/MC. 


Dulcimer Players News recent back 
issues $6 each. Dulcimer Players 
News, P.O. Box 2164, Winchester, 
VA 22604. 540-678-1305. E-mail: 
dpn@dpnews.com. Order sub- 
scriptions online: www.dpnews. 
com. Visa/MC. 


Sharing songs since 1950, Sing Gut! 
The Folk Song Magazine continues 
to cover the broadly defined world 
of traditional and contemporary 
folk music. Each 200-page issue 
includes articles, news, tons of 
teviews, festival and camp listings, 
instrumental “teach-ins” and com- 
plete lead sheets for twenty songs. 
Subscribing Membership: $22 (1 
yr.) $40 (2 yrs.) $54 (3 yrs.); Basic 
Membership: $30 (1 yr.) $56.50 (2 
yrs.) $81 (3 yrs.); Sustaining Mem- 
bership: $50 or $100 per year. Sing 
Out!, Box 5253-D, Bethlehem, PA 
18015-0253. www.singout.org. 


The Bowed Psaitery Instruction And 
Song Book, by Jean Schilling. 
Beginners’ playing instructions, 
care of the psaltery and bow, tun- 
ing, string replacement, and sev- 
enty-six songs, with chords— 
American, English, Scottish, and 
Irish favorites, hymns, carols, and 
O’Carolan tunes. $12.95 postpaid 
from Crying Creek Publishers, 
PO. Box 8, Cosby, TN 37722. 


Autcharp Quarterly, the internation- 
al magazine dedicated to the auto- 
harp enthusiast. Subscriptions: 
US: $20, Canada: $22, Europe: 
$24, Asia/South Pacific: $26. 

US currency, please. Stonehill 
Productions, PO Box 336, New 
Manchester, WV 26056-0336. 
aharper@weir.net, www.fmp. 
com/aq 


Instrument Builders: Our respected 
quarterly journal American 
Lutherie is entirely devoted to 
building and repairing dulcimers, 
guitars, mandolins, Lutes, violins, 
and other string instruments. We 
also have instrument plans includ- 
ing a hammer dulcimer. Write for 
complete info, or send $39 for 
membership. GAL, 8222 S. Park, 
Tacoma, WA 98408. www.luth.org. 


Wonderful Prices at Wildwood Music. 
We have over 600 new acoustic 
instruments in stock. Mountain 
and hammered dulcimers by Jeff 
Gaynor, Blue Lion, Masterworks, 
Lost Valley, Chris Foss, Michael 
Allen, McSpadden, Chittum, 
Beachy, Hill Country, and Dusty 
Strings. Books, tapes, CDs, and 
accessories. Wildwood Music, His- 
toric Roscoe Village, Coshocton, 
OH 43812. 740-622-4224, 
www.wildwoodmusic.com. 


Cimbaloms. Large chromatic 
hammered dulcimer with pedals. 
New and reconditioned. Various 
prices. Alex Udvary, 2115 W. 
Warner, Chicago, IL 60618. 
www.cimbalom-master.com. 


Books from Common Treasury: 
Chanuka Celebration, 24 songs. 
$9.95. Gordon Bok Songs, $9.95. 
Christmas Celebration, sale $5. 
“Moving Up,” instruction for 
beginners and intermediates with 
tape, $21.95. Postage $2.50. Write 
for more information; more books 
in brochure. Checks to Dallas 
Cline, 998 Clayton Rd., Ashley 
Falls MA 01222. 


New from Norma Davis. 19th & 20th 
Century Ballads, DAD fingerpick- 
ing, Book & CD, $30. Dulcimer 
Delights (DAD), Book 1 plus CD, 
Beginner to Advanced, $20. Book 
2 plus CD, Trios, $16. Book 3, 2 
parts, $6. Book 4, Fingerpicking/ 
flat picking, $12. Book 5, Finger- 
picking/fiat picking. $7. Bluegrass 
Dulcimer (DAD), $10. Classical 
Dulcimer (DAD) fingerpicking, 
$16. The Dulcimer Notebook 
(DAD or DAA), Learn to read 
music, $10. Dulcimer Played Tradi- 
tionally (DAA) $14. S/H $3. 
Norma Davis, 205 Engel Rd., 
Loudon, TN 37774. 


& Dances of the 18th Century from 


Still Point 


an exciting instrumental album 7 


by Karen Mueller — 


“A truly remarkable musician....she plays 
with both passion and precision.”-DPN 


Featuring mountain dultimer bass dulcimer 
and autoharp with fiddle, bagpipes, flute and more 


Celtic, old-time and cont@mporary tunes including 


“Linus & Lucy” and “Music for a Found Harmonium” 


Send $15/CD, $10/CS + $2 S&H to: 
Karen Mueller, P.O. Box 80565 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


www.karenmueller.com y a 


OLDE TYME 


Music Festival 


Downtown Hendersonville, NC 


FREE Workshops 


Lap G Hammer Dulcimer 
Banjo-Guitar -Fiddle 
Mandolin- Autoharp: Jaw Harp 


Jan Hranek (828) 692-8588 - 200 Sweet Lane - Hendersonville, NC 28792 


, HAMMERED 
 “ DULCIMER 


It’s Easy, It’s Faster, It’s Simple and 


Most OF All Sie ru 


You see the dulcimer on the 
TV screen just like the one 
you are playing due to a dif- 
ferent filming technique that 
allows you to see which 
notes to play and how to 
play them. 


Great for basic beginning 
and advanced students. 
#1 Basic #2 Advanced 


$29 

Plus $3° 

Shipping 
Order from: 

High Country Dulcimers, Inc. Mountain Song 

8830 Hwy 105 S PO Box 2774. 


Boone, NC 28607-9523 Shelby, NC 28151 
(828) 963-7878 or 888-963-7878 (704) 464-9450 


10 a.m.-5 p.m. 


Rain or Shine 


Ron Ewing Dulcimers 


From a musician's hand 


Fine Instruments from 
Dulcimettes to Baritones 
since 1970 


CAPOS: 


Walnut or Cherry, $12 
Ebony or Rosewood w/ 
Pearl Snowflake, $16 
Gold or Black 
Aluminum, $20 


All Prices Postpaid 


Send SASE for brochure 


y 


224 E. Maynard, Columbus, OH 43202 
Ae 


614-263-7246 www.ronewingdulcimers.com 
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Subscribers: If your mailing label is dated 2/1/2000, that means your subscription ends with this 


issue. Time to renew! To keep your DPNs coming without interruption, send us your renewal before 
April 1, 2001. Labels dated 5/1/2001 mean you have one issue after this one. Renewing early is just fine! 


PO Box 2164 © Winchester, VA 22604 


Address Service Requested 
February 2001-April 2001 Issue 
Subscription copies mailed in January. 


Dulcimer Players News 


Mail to 


The Beszc in Dulcimer COusic 


el. bas paeventy 
P AMCRICAN FIDDLE TUNE 
POR MOUNTAIN DULAC 
BY LOW nORABOMTEL - 


Complete Book of Celtic Music for Appalachian Dulcimer 
by Mark Nelson. A significant collection of dance music, harp tunes, airs, and 
popular melodies. In notation and tablature with the author's suggestions on 
interpreting the music. Book (95530) $19.95. CD (95530CD) $15.98. 


Scottish Airs & Ballads for Appalachian Dulcimer by Mark 
Nelson. This collection of great Scottish songs includes examples from a variety 
of sources - contemporary singers, old manuscripts, broadside ballads, and 
recordings. Written in notation and tablature. Book/CD set (96022BCD) $22.95. 


The Music of the Shakers for Mountain Dulcimer by Neal 
Hellman. Simple and unpretentious, the diatonic music of the Shakers lies well 
on the mountain dulcimer. The author provides historical insights and program 
notes for the 32 tunes included here. Written in notation and tablature. Book 
(96468) $11.95. 


American Fiddle Tunes for Mountain Dulcimer !7/ Lois Hornbostel. 
This book contains melodious and energetic music arranged for the novice to 
experienced player in traditional keys. Written in notation and tablature with 
accompaniment chords. Book (95527) $11.95. CD (95527CD) $15.98. 


Please add $5.00 for shipping and handling. 


~ Publishing the Finest in Music for Over 50 Years! - 


MEL BAY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


P.O. Box 66, Pacific, MO 63069-0066 ¢ 1-800-8-MEL BAY (1-800-863-5229) * FAX (636) 257-5062 
Visit us on the Web at http://www.melbay.com ¢ e-mail us at email@melbay.com 


Please do not reprint or redistribute without permission. Contact dpn@dpnews.com. 


